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INTRODUCTION TO GENESIS
     The five books of Moses were called the Pentateuch, a word meaning "the five-fold book." The 
Jews called them the Torah - "the law."
     The Jews call the first book of the Pentateuch Bereshith - "in the beginning", because this is the 
first word of the book. We know it  by the name of Genesis, meaning "creation" or "generation,"  
the name given to it in the LXX. because it gives an account of the origin of all things.

I.DIVISION: Genesis is divided into two main sections. 
A.Chapters 1-11: focuses on 4 Main Events: Creation, Fall, Flood, Tower
B.Chapters 12-50: focuses on 4 Key People: Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph
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II.AUTHORSHIP
A.The inspired author of Genesis is Moses. He may have made use of documents already 
existing, or even of oral traditions that had come down to him. Either way, the One Who 
created all things guided Moses as he wrote.

1.“20 Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came about by the 
prophet's own interpretation. 21 For prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, but 
men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.”  (2 Pet. 1:20-21)

III.RELIABILITY: Are The First 11 Chapters to be taken literally?
A.“After all, the Bible is not meant to be a science textbook…”

1.Many writers on Genesis have emphasized an allegorical approach to its meaning. 
Adam is not considered to be a real person, but rather a symbolic representation of 
all men. The fall was not an actual act of disobedience by the first man  and woman, 
but rather a figurative expression of the common experience of all people.

B.Jesus referred to people and events in Genesis as historical.
1.“4 "Haven't you read," he replied, "that at the beginning the Creator `made them male and 
female', 5 and said, `For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to 
his wife, and the two will become one flesh'? 6 So they are no longer two, but one. Therefore 
what God has joined together, let man not separate." (Matthew 19:4-6).
2.“37 As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. 38 For in 
the days before the flood, people were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, 
up to the day Noah entered the ark; 39 and they knew nothing about what would happen until 
the flood came and took them all away. That is how it will be at the coming of the Son of 
Man.”  (Matthew 24:37-39).

C.The New Testament writers do the same.
1.Morris Appendix 4, pg. 677, lists 200 quotations or allusions to Genesis in the N.T..

D.An allegorical approach should be rejected by serious Bible students. It is foolish for 
so-called ‘scholars’ to correct Christ and the Apostles.
E.Note: Some portions of Genesis are treated as types in the New Testament. 

1.i.e. The first Adam is taken as a contrasting type of the second Adam.
a)1 Corinthians 15:22, 45-47 - “22 For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made 
alive. … 45 So it is written: "The first man Adam became a living being"; the last Adam, 
a life-giving spirit. 46 The spiritual did not come first, but the natural, and after that the 
spiritual. 47 The first man was of the dust of the earth, the second man from heaven.”   
b)Romans 5:12, 15 - “12 Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and 
death through sin, and in this way death came to all men, because all sinned-- ... 15 But 
the gift is not like the trespass. For if the many died by the trespass of the one man, how 
much more did God's grace and the gift that came by the grace of the one man, Jesus 
Christ, overflow to the many!”    

2.However, Biblical types, in contrast with allegories, depend on the historical 
credibility of their sources.
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IV.OLD TESTAMENT TYPES

A.Definition:  A type may be said to be any person, object, event or institution Divinely 
adapted to represent a spiritual reality, or to prefigure some person or truth to be 
revealed later.

1.The ‘Antitype’ is the Person or Event that is foreshadowed by or identified with an 
earlier symbol or type.
2.Rom. 15:4 - “For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that 
through endurance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.”
3.1Cor. 10:1-6 - “1 For I do not want you to be ignorant of the fact, brothers, that our 
forefathers were all under the cloud and that they all passed through the sea.  2  They were all 
baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea.  3  They all ate the same spiritual food  4 and 
drank the same spiritual drink; for they drank from the spiritual rock that accompanied them, 
and that rock was Christ.  5 Nevertheless, God was not pleased with most of them; their bodies 
were scattered over the desert.  6 Now these things occurred as examples  [lit. types] to keep 
us from setting our hearts on evil things as they did.”

B.Principles of Interpretation:  
1.No doctrine or theory should ever be built upon a type or types independently of 
direct teaching elsewhere in Scripture. Types are meant to Illustrate Truth , not 
Formulate Truth.  Without clear Scripture teaching elsewhere a type only has the 
authority of analogy.
2.Also, the connections between type and antitype should not be pressed to extremes. 
types are not meant to be exact replicas of the things which they typify, but rather to 
enrich our understanding of the antitype.
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Genesis 1:1

“In the beginning  God created  the heavens and the earth.” 

I.IN THE BEGINNING - GOD

A.“In the beginning”  lit. “at the commencement of time” - i.e. the “space-time” 
continuum was created, since time is actually a by-product of matter & space and is, 
itself, relative. cf. Einstein’s Theory of Relativity.

1.space-time: central concept in the theory of Relativity that replaces earlier concepts 
of space and time as separate absolute entities. In space-time, time is relative to the 
observer.
2.Unified Field Theory, in physics, a theory that proposes to unify the four known 
interactions, or forces - the strong, electromagnetic, weak, and gravitational forces - 
by a simple set of general laws. The attempts to develop a unified field theory are 
grounded in the belief that all physical phenomena should ultimately be explainable 
by some underlying unity.
3.“1 In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at many times and in 
various ways, 2 but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir 
of all things, and through whom he made the universe. 3 The Son is the radiance of God's 
glory and the exact representation of his being, sustaining all things by his powerful word. 
…”  (Heb 1:1-3).
4.“And He is before all things, and in Him all things consist.” Colossians 1:17

B.“God”  
1.“God” here is ‘Elohiym ’ - The word itself is in the plural form so it could be 
translated “gods”. However, it is used here in a grammatically singular context. It is 
used over 2,300 times in this way referring to God the Creator and stressing His 
majesty and omnipotence.

a)Thus Elohiym is a plural name with a singular meaning, suggesting that God is 
one, yet more than one. Although this doesn’t explicitly teach the Trinity, it 
certainly provides the basis for the later revelation of the Triune Nature of God.
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C.CLASSICAL ARGUMENTS FOR THE EXISTENCE OF GOD

1. These arguments supplement each other, and constitute a series of evidences 
which is cumulative in its nature. A bundle of rods may not be broken even though 
each one separately may be; the strength of the bundle is the strength of the whole.
2.It is said of beauty, “It may be shown, but not proved.” So with the existence of 
God.

a)UNIVERSAL BELIEF 
(1)Man everywhere believes in the existence of a supreme Being or beings to 
whom he is morally responsibly.

b)FIRST CAUSE  (COSMOLOGICAL)
(1)For every Cause, there is a corresponding Effect. Likewise, for every 
Effect, there must exist a prior Cause. Thus, mankind and creation is 
recognized as an Effect springing from the ultimate or First Cause - God
(2)I exist. I did not bring myself into existence. Someone else brought me into 
existence. This chain can go backwards until a First Cause, or Self-Existing 
One. [Ontological - Argument from Being]  

c)EVIDENCE OF DESIGN (TELEOLOGICAL)  
(1)In simple form, this argument could be phrased in an analogy between the 
world and a clock. Even if one disbelieved the biblical account of creation, 
the intricacy of the operations of the world seem to indicate the necessity for 
a supreme designer, something like a watchmaker, who set the mechanism 
going and regulated it if necessary. [Encarta:Creation]
(2)cf. ‘Intelligent Design’ Movement

d)MORAL CONSCIENCE  (ANTHROPOLOGICAL)
(1)Man has an intellectual and a moral nature, therefore his Creator must be 
an intellectual and moral Being. Conscience in man says: “Yes” and “No”, “I 
ought” and “I ought not.”  This implies the existence of a Moral Governor to 
Whom we are responsible.

e)ARGUMENT FROM CONGRUITY  
(1)Belief in a self-existent, personal God is in harmony with all the facts of 
our mental and moral nature, as well as with all the phenomena of the 
natural world.” -  ie. It just fits!

f)SCRIPTURAL REVELATION  
(1)The Bible does not try to prove God’s existence. It assumes it from the 
very beginning.
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II.IN THE BEGINNING GOD - CREATED THE HEAVENS AND THE EARTH

A.“created” - [heb. ‘bara’] This is used of God’s creative action as in creating something 
out of nothing, which only God can do.  

1.This sense of creation - ‘bara’ - is found only in these verses in Genesis
a)Gen. 1:1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.  
b)Gen.  1:21 So God created the great creatures of the sea and every living and moving 
thing with which the water teems, according to their kinds, and every winged bird 
according to its kind. And God saw that it was good.  
c)Gen.  1:27 So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; 
male and female he created them.   
d)Gen.  2:3 And God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because on it he rested 
from all the work of creating that he had done.   
e)Gen.  2:4 This is the account of the heavens and the earth when they were created. 
When the LORD God made the earth and the heavens--   
f)Gen.  5:1 This is the written account of Adam's line. When God created man, he made 
him in the likeness of God.   
g)Gen.  5:2 He created them male and female and blessed them. And when they were 
created, he called them "man".   
h)Gen.  6:7 So the LORD said, "I will wipe mankind, whom I have created, from the face 
of the earth--men and animals, and creatures that move along the ground, and birds of 
the air--for I am grieved that I have made them."   

B.Note article “The Inflationary Universe” in the April ‘91 special edition of Scientific 
American ‘TWENTIETH CENTURY’ [pgs. 48-61].

1.“In the past few years certain flaws in the standard big bang theory of cosmology have led to 
the development of a new model of the very early history of the universe. The model, known 
as the inflationary universe, agrees precisely with the generally accepted description of the 
observed universe for all times after the first 10-30 second. For this first fraction of a second, 
however, the story is dramatically different. According to the inflationary model, the universe 
had a brief period of extraordinarily rapid inflation, or expansion, during which its diameter 
increased by a factor perhaps 1050 times larger than had been thought. In the course of this 
stupendous growth spurt, all the matter and energy in the universe could have been created 
from virtually nothing. … From a historical point of view, probably the most revolutionary 
aspect of the inflationary model is the notion that all the matter and energy in the observable 
universe may have emerged from almost nothing.  This claim stands in marked contrast to 
centuries of scientific tradition in which it was believed that something cannot come from 
nothing. …  the total energy is then zero and is consistent with the evolution of the universe 
from nothing.     If grand unified theories are correct in their prediction that baryon 
number is not conserved, there is no known conservation law that prevents the 
observed universe from evolving out of nothing.  The inflationary model of the 
universe provides a possible mechanism by which the observed universe could have 
evolved from an infinitesimal region. It then becomes tempting to go one step 
further and speculate that the entire universe evolved from literally nothing. 
[end]”

a)Note also the implications of the Inflationary and Big Bang theories in terms of 
the age of the universe due to the Relativity of Time to speed and mass…
b)[see ‘CREATION vs EVOLUTION’ in Appendix]

C.“the heavens and the earth.”  -  This is a phrase used to refer to the entire Universe.

· If we  accept  Gen. 1:1 as is, we won’t have any difficulties with the rest of God’s 
Word. 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CREATION

I.GENESIS CHAPTER 1
A.1:1       In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.

B.1:2       The earth was without form, and void; and darkness was on the face of the deep. 
And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters.

1. “deep” -  i.e. All the material elements were suspended in a watery solution in the 
midst of Space.
2.“Hovering” - lit. “brooding” -  1)to protect with the wings  2) to sit on to hatch. It 
comes from a root word that means “to be tremulous, as with love”. God’s Spirit 
enveloping this liquid mass of elements as a mother hen hovering over her nest, 
moving with the excitement of knowing that creation and birth are in progress.
3.“10 In a desert land he found him, in a barren and howling waste. He shielded him and 
cared for him; he guarded him as the apple of his eye, 11 like an eagle that stirs up its nest and 
hovers over its young, that spreads its wings to catch them and carries them on its pinions. 12 
The LORD alone led him; no foreign god was with him.”  (Deuteronomy 32:10-12).
4. the earth was [Or possibly became] without form and void  [see ‘GAP THEORY’ in 
Appendix]    

C.1:3       Then God said, "Let there be light"; and there was light.
1.Isa 45:7 - “I form the light and create darkness, I bring prosperity and create disaster; I, the 
LORD, do all these things.”
2.The presence of visible light implies the entire Electromagnetic Spectrum.

a)light, that part of Electromagnetic Radiation to which the human eye is 
sensitive.
b)“Electromagnetic Spectrum” - The entire range of electromagnetic radiation 
including, in order of decreasing frequency, cosmic-ray photons, gamma rays, x-
rays, ultraviolet radiation, visible light, infrared radiation, microwaves, and radio 
waves. [American Heritage Dict.]
c)Einstein suggested that light, as well as other forms of electromagnetic 
radiation, travel as tiny bundles of energy, called light quanta, or PHOTONS, that 
behave as particles.  The theory of relativity predicts that the speed of light in a 
vacuum (186,282 mi/sec) is the limiting velocity for material particles. 

3.19 "What is the way to the abode of light? And where does darkness reside? 20 Can you 
take them to their places? Do you know the paths to their dwellings?”  (Job 38:19-20). 
4.“even the darkness will not be dark to you; the night will shine like the day, for darkness is 
as light to you.”  (Psalms 139:12). 

D.1:4       And God saw the light, that it was good; and God divided the light from the 
darkness.

1.2Cor.4:6 - “For God, Who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, has shined in our 
hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.” 
2.Light is Good! 

a)Ecc. 2:13 - “I saw that wisdom is better than folly, just as light is better than 
darkness.”

3.The Word of God is a light!“Thy word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path.”  
(Psalms 119:105).
4.Jesus is the Light!

a)“When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, "I am the light of the world. Whoever 
follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life." (John 8:12).
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5.In Jesus we are personally separated from darkness 
a)“For He delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of 
His beloved son.” - Col. 1:13

(1)“Do not be yoked together with unbelievers. For what do righteousness and 
wickedness have in common? Or what fellowship can light have with darkness?” (2 
Cor 6:14).

6.We are called to be lights in the World
a)14 "You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Neither do 
people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives 
light to everyone in the house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before men, that 
they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven. (Matthew 5:14-16).
b)8 For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as children of 
light 9 (for the fruit of the light consists in all goodness, righteousness and truth)   (Eph 
5:8-9)

E.1:5       God called the light Day, and the darkness He called Night. So the evening and 
the morning were the first day. 

1.lit. “and evening was, and morning was, day one.” 
2.Various uses of the term “day”

a)In the creation story it is used as:  day = light - 1:5,14  /  day = 24 hr. - 1:14  /  
day = the creation period 2:4
b)Other scriptural usages include:  

(1)Zech. 14:1 - “Behold, the day of the Lord cometh…”  
(2)John 9:4 - “As long as it is day, we must do the work of him who sent me. Night 
is coming, when no one can work.”  
(3)2Pet. 3:8 - “But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the Lord a day is 
like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like a day.”

c)However, the terms “evening” and “morning” each occur over one hundred 
times in the O.T. and always have the literal meaning. Thus, the presence of 
“evening” and “morning”, plus the context  would strongly indicate that these 
are literal days.
d)[see DAY AGE/LITERAL DAY in Appendix]

F.1:6       Then God said, "Let there be a firmament in the midst of the waters, and let it 
divide the waters from the waters." 7 Thus God made the firmament, and divided the 
waters which were under the firmament from the waters which were above the 
firmament; and it was so.

1. “waters which were above the firmament” - In this context, the “firmament” would 
correspond to our atmosphere (sky) and the “waters above the firmament” were 
probably a vast layer of water vapor above the troposphere and possible above the 
stratosphere in the ionosphere where our current layer of ozone is found.  
2.A vast conopy of water vapor could accomplished the following:  

a)Like a global greenhouse, it would have maintained uniformly warm 
temperature all over the world.  
b)Daily local evaporation and condensation - like heavy dew or ground fog - 
would produce comfortable uniform humidities. (remember that there was no 
rain on the earth at this time - “and no shrub of the field had yet appeared on the earth 
and no plant of the field had yet sprung up, for the LORD God had not sent rain on the 
earth and there was no man to work the ground, but a mist went up from the earth and 
watered the whole face of the ground.”  (Genesis 2:5-6).
c)Large air mass movements greatly inhibited and windstorms  unknown.  

john cowan rev  2/19
GENESIS: PART ONE  -  pg.   10

N
ote: Initial com

puter m
odels dem

onstrated 
problem

s w
ith the ‘greenhouse effect’ 

theory. H
ow

ever, m
ore sophisticated 

m
odels are giving m

ixed results as various 
param

eters are adjusted. 



d)These factors would produce an ideal environment for lush vegetation all over 
the world.  
e)The canopy would be very effective in filtering out ultraviolet radiations, 
cosmic rays, and other destructive energies from outer space. This means that the 
canopy would have contributed significantly to good health and longevity.  
f)It would have provided much of the water for the Great Flood.  
g)Water vapor is invisible and would have allowed for complete visibility of the 
heavenly bodies.  

G.1:8       And God called the firmament Heaven. So the evening and the morning were the 
second day.

1.There are 3 particular “heavens” mentioned in Scripture:  
a)Our Atmosphere or Sky . 

(1)Gen. 1:7, cf. Jer. 4:25 - “I beheld, and, lo, there was no man, and all the birds of 
the heavens were fled.”

b)Steller Space.  Isa. 13:10  - “The stars of heaven and their constellations will not show 
their light. The rising sun will be darkened and the moon will not give its light.”
c)The Dwelling Place of God.  

(1)Heb. 9:24  - “For Christ did not enter a man-made sanctuary that was only a 
copy of the true one; he entered heaven itself, now to appear for us in God's 
presence.”   
(2)2Cor 12:2-4 - “2  I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught up 
to the third heaven. Whether it was in the body or out of the body I do not know--
God knows.  3  And I know that this man--whether in the body or apart from the 
body I do not know, but God knows--  4 was caught up to paradise. He heard 
inexpressible things, things that man is not permitted to tell.”  
(3)Isa. 57:15 - “For this is what the high and lofty One says--he who lives forever 
[KJV - “that inhabiteth eternity”], whose name is holy: "I live in a high and holy 
place, but also with him who is contrite and lowly in spirit, to revive the spirit of the 
lowly and to revive the heart of the contrite.”

H.1:9       Then God said, "Let the waters under the heavens be gathered together into one 
place, and let the dry land appear"; and it was so. 10 And God called the dry land Earth, 
and the gathering together of the waters He called Seas. And God saw that it was good.

1.The foundation was laid. -  Job 38:4 -  "Where were you when I laid the earth's 
foundation? Tell me, if you understand.”
2.“27 I was there when he set the heavens in place, when he marked out the horizon on the 
face of the deep, 28 when he established the clouds above and fixed securely the fountains of 
the deep, 29 when he gave the sea its boundary so that the waters would not overstep his 
command, and when he marked out the foundations of the earth. 30 Then I was the craftsman 
at his side. I was filled with delight day after day, rejoicing always in his presence, 31 
rejoicing in his whole world and delighting in mankind.“  (Proverbs 8:27-31).

I.1:11      Then God said, "Let the earth bring forth grass, the herb that yields seed, and the 
fruit tree that yields fruit according to its kind, whose seed is in itself, on the earth"; and 
it was so. 12 And the earth brought forth grass, the herb that yields seed according to its 
kind, and the tree that yields fruit, whose seed is in itself according to its kind. And God 
saw that it was good. 13 So the evening and the morning were the third day.
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J. 1:14     Then God said, "Let there be lights  [lit. “light-holders”] in the firmament of the 
heavens to divide the day from the night; and let them be for signs and seasons, and for 
days and years; 15 "and let them be for lights in the firmament of the heavens to give 
light on the earth"; and it was so. 16 Then God made two great lights: the greater light to 
rule the day, and the lesser light to rule the night. He made the stars also. 17 God set 
them in the firmament of the heavens to give light on the earth, 18 and to rule over the 
day and over the night, and to divide the light from the darkness. And God saw that it 
was good.

1.“for signs and seasons, and for days and years” - i.e. Astronomy
a)ASTRONOMY: branch of science that studies the motions and natures of 
celestial bodies, such as PLANETS, STARS, and GALAXIES. Astronomy is 
perhaps the oldest of the pure sciences. Astronomical observations provided a 
basis for the CALENDAR by determining the units of MONTH and YEAR. Later, 
astronomy served in navigation and timekeeping.
b)cf. solar year: The period of time required for the earth to make one complete revolution 
around the sun, measured from one vernal equinox to the next and equal to 365 days, 5 
hours, 48 minutes, 45.51 seconds. Also called astronomical year, tropical year.

2.“signs”
a)God announced the birth of Jesus by a star 

(1)"Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star in the east 
and have come to worship him." (Matthew 2:2).

b)There will be astronomical signs of the last days
(1)11 There will be great earthquakes, famines and pestilences in various places, and 
fearful events and great signs from heaven. … 25 "There will be signs in the sun, 
moon and stars. On the earth, nations will be in anguish and perplexity at the 
roaring and tossing of the sea. 26 Men will faint from terror, apprehensive of what is 
coming on the world, for the heavenly bodies will be shaken.  (Luke 21:11, 25-26).

c)He will also announce His return by “wonders in the sky” [Joel 2:30-31].
(1)“30 I will show wonders in the heavens and on the earth, blood and fire and 
billows of smoke. 31 The sun will be turned to darkness and the moon to blood before 
the coming of the great and dreadful day of the LORD. “  (Joel 2:30-31).

3.WHAT ABOUT ASTROLOGY?:  Foretelling future by studying stars is forbidden. 
a)Dt.18:14 - “The nations you will dispossess listen to those who practice sorcery or 
divination. But as for you, the Lord your God has not permitted you to do so.”  
b)This was a constant temptation to Israel.   We are to be separate from this world 
and the society that surrounds us - “in” but not “of” it.   The tragedy is that 
knowledge of the future does not save one from the future.  Isa. 47:13 - “All the 
counsel you have received has only worn you out! Let your astrologers come forward, 
those stargazers who make predictions month by month, let them save you from what is 
coming upon you.”   Knowledge doesn’t save us. Knowing that Jesus is Lord 
doesn’t save us. Only submitting to Him as our personal Lord and placing our 
trust in Him for our Salvation does!

4.STARS:  Stars are only given a minor mention. This is possibly because they are not 
central to the story - plus they are of a much simpler structure than the earth - mostly 
just hydrogen and helium.  

a)Note:  Scientists calculate many stars to be millions of light-years distant from 
the earth and thus assume that these stars must have existed millions of years 
before their light reached the earth.  However, God created light on the 1st day. 
Thus it’s possible that he created the light trails of the Stars in transit from the 
earth to the stars which were created on the 3rd day.  ‘Mature Earth’

K.1:19      So the evening and the morning were the fourth day.
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• NOTE: GOD’S KNOWLEDGE: OMNISCIENCE - God knows all things! 
1.There were no “calculations” involved in the orderly creation of the universe, only 
the exercise of His will.   A scientist may spend years working on an equation - 
figuring out the answer to a question - but once he has figured out the answer and 
memorized it, he can answer the question at any time immediately .  i.e. “what’s the 
diameter of Mars? It is 4,230 miles.”   With God there are no calculations involved 
before an answer can be known by Him. He already knows all things!  
2.Thus creation was not the outcome of God using His superior intellect to make all 
the necessary calculations in order for the universe to work together in harmony - the 
answer to every calculation is already known by Him. The creation is the result of 
God’s desire  that these things should come into existence - not His finally coming up 
with a good design. WOW!

L.1:20      Then God said, "Let the waters abound with an abundance of living creatures, 
and let birds fly above the earth across the face of the firmament of the heavens." 21 So 
God created great sea creatures and every living thing that moves, with which the waters 
abounded, according to their kind, and every winged bird according to its kind. And God 
saw that it was good.

1.“God created” -  This is God’s 2nd act of creation in the ‘bara’ sense. 
2.“Living creatures” is lit. “living souls”.  Thus this act of creation can be understood 
as the creation of conscious life. The Bible teaches that both man and animals have 
‘nephesh’ souls… but only man possesses spirit and is created in the image of God.  

a)1Cor. 15:39-41 - “39  All flesh is not the same: Men have one kind of flesh, animals 
have another, birds another and fish another.  40  There are also heavenly bodies and there 
are earthly bodies; but the splendor of the heavenly bodies is one kind, and the splendor of 
the earthly bodies is another.  41 The sun has one kind of splendor, the moon another and 
the stars another; and star differs from star in splendor.”

M.1:22      And God blessed them, saying, "Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the waters in 
the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth." 

1.This is God’s 1st blessing! It was infused within their very natures.  
a)Note the amazing natural instincts of many creatures.

2.Remember: The LORD loves His creation. Not even a sparrow may fall without His 
knowing and caring about it.

N.1:23      So the evening and the morning were the fifth day.

O.1:24      Then God said, "Let the earth bring forth the living creature according to its 
kind: cattle and creeping thing and beast of the earth, each according to its kind"; and it 
was so. 25 And God made the beast of the earth according to its kind, cattle according to 
its kind, and everything that creeps on the earth according to its kind. And God saw that 
it was good.

1.“according to it’s kind” - “Kinds” probably corresponds to ‘species’ or a similar 
division. This is in direct conflict with the evolutionary concept of transmutation 
(that one species or “kind” can, through evolutionary processes, evolve into another 
species or “kind”).
2.APPARENT AGE:  Consider the “apparent age” of these animals vs. their actual 
age. They were created full-grown. This may apply to the whole creation story. 

a)Adam was created as a full-grown man - though only 1 day old.
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P.1:26     Then God said, "Let Us  [note the singular use of the plural] make man in Our 
image, according to Our likeness; let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, over 
the birds of the air, and over the cattle, over all the earth and over every creeping thing 
that creeps on the earth." 27 So God created [bara] man in His own image; in the image 
of God He created [bara] him; male and female He created  [bara] them.

1.“created [bara]… in His own image” -  
a)cf. Eph. 4:22-24   - “22 You were taught, with regard to your former way of life, to put 
off your old self, which is being corrupted by its deceitful desires;  23  to be made new in 
the attitude of your minds;  24  and to put on the new self, created to be like God in true 
righteousness and holiness.”  
b)Note: Christ is the image and likeness of God. Col.1:15 -  “ He is the image of the 
invisible God, the firstborn over all creation.”  Col. 2:9  - “For in Christ all the fullness of 
the Deity lives in bodily form.”    “The Son is the radiance of God's glory and the exact 
representation of his being, … .” (Hebrews 1:3). 
c)In essence, man was made in the image and likeness of God the Son.

• Matthew Henry: “Man was made upright. His understanding saw Divine things 
clearly and truly; there were no errors or mistakes in his knowledge; his will 
consented at once, and in all things, to the will of God. His affections were all 
regular, and he had no bad appetites or passions. His thoughts were easily brought 
and fixed to the best subjects. Thus holy, thus happy, were our first parents in 
having the image of God upon them. But how is this image of God upon man 
defaced! May the Lord renew it upon our souls by his grace!”

Q.1:28      Then God blessed them, and God said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply; fill 
the earth and subdue it; have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, 
and over every living thing that moves on the earth."

1.BE FRUITFUL AND INCREASE
2.FILL AND SUBDUE THE EARTH
3.RULE OVER ALL LIFE ON EARTH

R.1:29      And God said, "See, I have given you every herb that yields seed which is on the 
face of all the earth, and every tree whose fruit yields seed; to you it shall be for food.

1."I have given you” God gives and gives and gives! cf. Jn.3:16. His love is 
unsearchable. 
2.At this point, man followed a vegetarian diet. Meat wasn’t needed until after the 
flood.  

a)cf. Gen. 9:3-4  - “3 Everything that lives and moves will be food for you. Just as I gave 
you the green plants, I now give you everything.  4"But you must not eat meat that has 
its lifeblood still in it.”   

S.1:30      "Also, to every beast of the earth, to every bird of the air, and to everything that 
creeps on the earth, in which there is life, I have given every green herb for food"; and it 
was so. 

1.The animals were also vegetarians and thus did not prey on each other.
a)“6 The wolf will live with the lamb, the leopard will lie down with the goat, the calf and 
the lion and the yearling together; and a little child will lead them. 7 The cow will feed 
with the bear, their young will lie down together, and the lion will eat straw like the ox.”   
(Isaiah 11:6-7).
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T.31 Then God saw everything that He had made, and indeed it was very good. So the 
evening and the morning were the sixth day.

1.God’s ‘Good Housekeeping Seal of Approval’. God examined His new creation and 
pronounced it “Good”.  “How many are your works, O LORD! In wisdom you made them 
all; the earth is full of your creatures.”   (Psalms 104:24).
2.As believers, we are new creations in Christ [2Cor.5:17]. We look forward to the day 
when we will hear God say to us  “Well done good and faithful servant. Enter into 
the joy of thy Lord!”
3.Note: Not  mentioned here is the creation of the Angels, which were in existence by 
this time.

a)4 "Where were you when I laid the earth's foundation? Tell me, if you understand. 5 
Who marked off its dimensions? Surely you know! Who stretched a measuring line across 
it? 6 On what were its footings set, or who laid its cornerstone-- 7 while the morning 
stars sang together and all the angels shouted for joy?”  (Job 38:4-7).

U.2:1     Thus the heavens and the earth, and all the host of them, were finished.

• ADDITIONAL NOTES:  CREATION MYTHS

V.Besides creation by a sky god, myths of creation include myths of emergence, as from a 
childbearing woman, or creation by the marriage of two parents representing earth and 
sky. The cosmic egg from which protohumans emerge is a feature of some Hindu, 
African, Greek, and Chinese myths. In other traditions, the earth must be brought up 
from the primordial waters by a diver, or is formed from the dismembered body of a 
preexisting being. Whether the deity uses preexisting materials, whether he leaves his 
creation once it is finished, how perfect the creation is, and whether and how creator and 
created interact vary among myths. The creation story also attempts to explain the 
origins of evil and the nature of god and humanity. [Encarta: Creation]

W.The Genesis accounts of creation are somewhat different from other Middle Eastern 
myths with which they are frequently compared, in that they give a new direction to the 
theme of creation as it involves the human race. Numerous themes in the Sumero-
Babylonian song of Enuma elish  and the Gilgamesh epic recur in Genesis 1-3. Some also 
recur in Ezekiel 28, which makes additional use of the same themes for a different 
purpose, and in Sirach 16:24-17:14. This recurrence testifies to the common matrix from 
which biblical and other Middle Eastern myths were formed. What is exceptional in the 
biblical stories, however, is their tendency to deal with humanity not as a by-product or 
an afterthought of the creative mind of the deity, but as having been at the forefront of 
divine thought from the beginning. To the Western mind, Genesis bespeaks a rationally 
ordered creation, whereas in the other tales it seems unmotivated and capricious. 
[Encarta: Creation]
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II.GENESIS CHAPTER 2

A.2:1  Thus the heavens and the earth, and all the host of them, were finished.

B.2:2  And on the seventh day God ended His work which He had done, and He rested on 
the seventh day from all His work which He had done. 3 Then God blessed the seventh 
day and sanctified it, because in it He rested from all His work which God had created 
and made.

1. “rested” is lit. “ceased”. This is not rest in our sense, but in the sense of stopping 
because the work is completed. It was finished. God had ‘signed’ His work of art. 

a)God, Himself, does not need a day of rest, but He gave us an example to follow. 
(1)cf. Mk. 2:27 - “Then he said to them, "The Sabbath was made for man, not man 
for the Sabbath.”  

b)As a result of His work we may find rest & strength by setting aside time each 
week to “wait on the Lord”.  

(1)Isaiah 40:30-31 - “30 Even the youths shall faint and be weary, and the young 
men shall utterly fall: 31 But they that wait upon the LORD shall renew their 
strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; 
and they shall walk, and not faint.”
(2)cf. Jn. 19:30 - “When Jesus therefore had received the sour wine, He said, ‘It is 
finished!’ And He bowed His head and gave up His Spirit.”

c)[see ‘KEEPING THE SABBATH’ in Appendix]
2.Uniformitarianism: The theory that all geologic phenomena may be explained as 
the result of existing forces having operated uniformly from the origin of the earth to 
the present time.

a)A definite period of God’s “work of creating” conflicts with the theory of 
Uniformitarianism.

C.2:4  This is the history of the heavens and the earth when they were created, in the day 
that the LORD God made the earth and the heavens,

1.This is not a “2nd Creation Story’, as some say, but is more relevant information as 
the focus has gone from the Universe to the Earth and now to Man.

D.2:5  before any plant of the field was in the earth and before any herb of the field had 
grown. For the LORD God had not caused it to rain on the earth, and there was no man 
to till the ground;

1.“LORD” - Here we are given the Name of God - THE LORD - the correct 
pronunciation may be YAHWEH or JEHOVAH.  With the various nuances taken into 
consideration, the meaning appears to be “THE ABSOLUTE SELF-EXISTENT ONE 
WHO FILLS ALL THINGS”! 

E. 2:6   but a mist went up from the earth and watered the whole face of the ground. 
1.It did not rain on the earth until the Flood.

F.2:7 And the LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his 
nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living being. 

1.“formed” is the same word used of the potter and the clay in Jer. 18:3-6.
a)3 So I went down to the potter's house, and I saw him working at the wheel. 4 But the 
pot he was shaping from the clay was marred in his hands; so the potter formed it into 
another pot, shaping it as seemed best to him. 5 Then the word of the LORD came to me: 
6 "O house of Israel, can I not do with you as this potter does?" declares the LORD. 
"Like clay in the hand of the potter, so are you in my hand, O house of Israel. (Jer. 18:3-6)
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2.“dust of the ground” - Note: The 14 elements which make up the human body are 
the same 14 elements which constitute common dirt.  We truly are “but dust” and 
simply “clay vessels”. cf. 2Cor. 4:7; 5:1-7,

a)“But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing power is from 
God and not from us.” (2 Corinthians 4:7)
b) [The Hebrew for man (adam) sounds like and may be related to the Hebrew 
for ground (adamah); it is also the name Adam (see Gen. 2:20).]

3.“living being” is the same as “living creature” used of the animals in 1:20-21. 
However it is being “stamped in the image of God” that endows man with a 
uniqueness and superiority. 

a)cf. also 1Cor. 15:39 - “All flesh is not the same: Men have one kind of flesh, animals 
have another, birds another and fish another.”
b)Man has a spirit in the likeness of God which is received from God by each 
man. 
c)cf. Zech. 12:1  - “This is the word of the LORD concerning Israel. The LORD, who 
stretches out the heavens, who lays the foundation of the earth, and who forms the spirit 
of man within him, declares:” 

G.2:8  The LORD God planted a garden eastward in Eden, and there He put the man 
whom He had formed. 

1.vv.9-14 are a more detailed account of vs.8.  
2.PLANTED BY GOD Think of how awesome God’s Garden must have been when 
you consider the beautiful places still existing and imagine them being brought 
together in one place and being personally put together by the LORD! “The Garden 
of Eden - Landscaping by GOD’.

H. 2:9  And out of the ground the LORD God made every tree grow that is pleasant to the 
sight and good for food. The tree of life was also in the midst of the garden, and the tree 
of the knowledge of good and evil. 10 Now a river went out of Eden to water the garden, 
and from there it parted and became four riverheads. 11 The name of the first is Pishon; it 
is the one which skirts the whole land of Havilah, where there is gold. 12 And the gold of 
that land is good. Bdellium and the onyx stone  [probably a red, transparent stone] are 
there. 13 The name of the second river is Gihon; it is the one which goes around the whole 
land of Cush. 14 The name of the third river is Hiddekel [Tigris]; it is the one which goes 
toward the east of Assyria. The fourth river is the Euphrates.

1.Only the last 2 rivers, the Tigris & Euphrates, can still be identified today, and “their 
present sources in the Armenian highlands are 2,000 paces apart.” 
2.The extensive changes in the earth’s geography as a Result of the Flood have 
entirely rearranged the original order. cf. 2Pet. 3:5-6 - “5But they deliberately forget that 
long ago by God's word the heavens existed and the earth was formed out of water and by 
water.  6 By these waters also the world of that time was deluged and destroyed.”

I.2:15  Then the LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to tend and 
keep it.

1."tend" - lit. "labor or work which is directed at being productive for a specific 
purpose"

a)Work is essential for man
b)Prov.12:11 - “He who works his land will have abundant food, but he who chases 
fantasies lacks judgment.”
c)Prov. 14:23 - “All hard work brings a profit, but mere talk leads only to poverty.”

2."keep it" - lit. "have charge of; look after; exercise care over" [to guard and care for]
a)See “SPECIAL PURPOSE OF THE GARDEN” in Appendix
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J.2:16  And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, "Of every tree of the garden you 
may freely eat; 17 "but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for 
in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die."

K.2:18  And the LORD God said, "It is not good that man should be alone; I will make 
him a helper comparable to him."

1.For the first time, something is “not good” - for the man to be alone. 

L.2:19-20  19 Out of the ground the LORD God formed every beast of the field and every 
bird of the air, and brought them to Adam to see what he would call them. And whatever 
Adam called each living creature, that was its name. 20 So Adam gave names to all 
cattle, to the birds of the air, and to every beast of the field. But for Adam there was not 
found a helper comparable to him.

1.The names of the animals were “expressive of the nature or character of the one 
named”. Thus- insight into the perception and intelligence of Adam. 
2. Note also: This may well have been the LORD’s way of helping Adam recognize 
his need for a “helper suitable for him”. etc. 

M. 2:21  And the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall on Adam, and he slept; and He 
took one of his ribs [‘curved place’], and closed up the flesh in its place. 22 Then the rib 
which the LORD God had taken from man He made into a woman, and He brought her 
to the man.

1.The solution to Adam’s need requires a special, creative work of God. Only the 
LORD can provide what man really needs.  In this case, we see 3 things that man 
needs:  1) Companionship - to no longer “be alone”   2) A Co-Laborer - “helper” is 
best understood as “an Assistant”   3) Compatibility - “suitable for him” - 
‘corresponding to him’. 

a)Note: the genetic code for the entire person is in each cell.
2.Who was the Father of the Bride? God the Father personally ‘walked her down the 
aisle’ as He presented her to Adam.  From the very beginning the LORD GOD 
established faithful, monogamous marriage as the pattern designed by Himself and 
carrying His blessing.

N.2:23  And Adam said: "This is now bone of my bones And flesh of my flesh; She shall be 
called Woman, Because she was taken out of Man."

1.The heb. makes this more interesting with “this” used 3 times in the phrase. Adam 
was so excited he either “stuttered” or was saying something like “This is it!” [LB].

O. 2:24 Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and 
they shall become one flesh. [sanctified sexual intimacy] 25 And they were both naked, 
the man and his wife, and were not ashamed. [no guilt=no shame]  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FALL
III.GENESIS CHAPTER 3

A.3:1  Now the serpent was more cunning than any beast of the field which the LORD 
God had made. And he said to the woman, "Has God indeed said, `You shall not eat of 
every tree of the garden'?"

1. “Serpent” 
a)Note: Some scholars maintain that the original meaning of the word trans. 
“serpent” here [nachash] was “shining, upright creature”.   “This idea is possible 
supported by the later curse (vs.14) dooming the serpent to crawl on it’s belly 
eating dust”.
b)The identity of the real “Serpent” is clear - SATAN.  cf. Rev. 12:9 - “ The great 
dragon was hurled down--that ancient serpent called the devil, or Satan, who leads the 
whole world astray. He was hurled to the earth, and his angels with him.”

B.3:2  And the woman said to the serpent, "We may eat the fruit of the trees of the 
garden; 3 "but of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God has said, 
`You shall not eat it, nor shall you touch it, lest you die.'"

1.Note differences between what God said and what Eve said He said.
a)Eve omits God’s Name when recording His freedom, but uses it when reciting 
His one restraint. [just as the world does today]
b)She also adds to and subtracts from what God said.

(1)Subtraction - Eve left out of every tree you may freely  eat 
(2)Addition - She added “and you must not touch it”. 

c)Dt. 4:2 - “Do not add to what I command you and do not subtract from it, but keep the 
commands of the Lord your God that I give you.”

2.Was the problem Adam’s failure to be clear or Eve twisting the truth or…?
a)Nowhere is there a condemnation for Adam’s failure to pass on God’s 
command properly. And it is clear that Eve was aware of the command.
b)1Tim. 2:13-14 - “13  For Adam was formed first, then Eve.  14  And Adam was not the 
one deceived; it was the woman who was deceived and became a sinner.”
c)2Cor. 11:3   - “But I am afraid that just as Eve was deceived by the serpent's cunning, 
your minds may somehow be led astray from your sincere and pure devotion to Christ.”

(1)1Tim. 4:1 - “The Spirit clearly says that in later times some will abandon the faith 
and follow deceiving spirits and things taught by demons.”

C.3:4   Then the serpent said to the woman, "You will not surely die. 5 "For God knows 
that in the day you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing 
good and evil."

1.Never accept the word of men or angels over the Word of God.
a)Gal. 1:8-9  - “8 But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach a gospel other 
than the one we preached to you, let him be eternally condemned!  9 As we have already 
said, so now I say again: If anybody is preaching to you a gospel other than what you 
accepted, let him be eternally condemned!”

D. NOTE: THE STRATEGY OF SATAN
1.HE QUESTIONS THE WORD OF GOD - “Has God indeed said?”  
2.HE CONTRADICTS THE WORD OF GOD - “You will not surely die”  
3.HE MAKES SIN / DISOBEDIENCE LOOK ATTRACTIVE  - “your eyes will be 
opened, and you will be like God” 

a)Satan often uses half-truths as a “sugar coating” to get us to swallow poison.
(1)Jn. 8:44   - “You belong to your father, the devil, and you want to carry out your 
father's desire. He was a murderer from the beginning, not holding to the truth, for 
there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks his native language, for he is a liar 
and the father of lies.”
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(a)cf. Satan’s sin in Isa. 14:12-14 -12 How you have fallen from heaven, O 
morning star, son of the dawn! You have been cast down to the earth, 
you who once laid low the nations!  13  You said in your heart, "I will 
ascend to heaven; I will raise my throne above the stars of God; I will sit 
enthroned on the mount of assembly, on the utmost heights of the sacred 
mountain. 14   I will ascend above the tops of the clouds; I will make 
myself like the Most High."

E.3:6  So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, that it was pleasant to 
the eyes, and a tree desirable to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate. She also 
gave to her husband with her, and he ate.

1.SHE FELL FOR THE “BIG 3” - cf. - 1Jn 2:16  - “For all that is in the world, the lust of 
the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world.”

a)1Jn. 2:15-17  -  “15  Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the 
world, the love of the Father is not in him.  16  For everything in the world--the cravings 
of sinful man, the lust of his eyes and the boasting of what he has and does--comes not 
from the Father but from the world.  17 The world and its desires pass away, but the man 
who does the will of God lives forever.”

2.“desirable to make one wise” - cf. why I took LSD.
a)Eve was deceived by Satan. What about Adam? Willful uniting with Eve? 
Deceived by Eve?
b)cf. vs.17 - “… you have heeded the voice of your wife'…”

F.3:7  Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they knew that they were naked; 
and they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves coverings.

1.Yes - their eyes were  opened, but to their own sin and nakedness.
a)Note: Their eyes weren’t opened until after the man took and ate.

2.Sin produced the Realization of Nakedness [no longer clothed in innocence], The 
Realization of Nakedness produced Guilt,  Guilt produced Shame, and Shame 
produced the desire to Cover over their Guilt.  
3.If this sounds like a basic lesson in human behavior it’s because IT IS!

G.3:8  And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of 
the day, and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God 
among the trees of the garden.

1. “… walking in the garden in the cool of the day”
a)The Heb. indicates that this was the common, usual occurance.  This was the 
normal time and place of Fellowship 

2.They “hid” - Sin results in Separation from God.
3.“among the trees” - they had sought to hide their sin with leaves and now they’re 
trying to camouflage themselves  by blending into the scenery. cf. modern attempts to 
camouflage sin.

H.3:9  Then the LORD God called to Adam and said to him, "Where are you?"
1.There is no escaping this question.

I.3:10  So he said, "I heard Your voice in the garden, and I was afraid because I was 
naked; and I hid myself."

1.“I was afraid” - Sin results in Fear - Fear of God and Fear of Death.
a)Heb. 2:14 -15 - “14  Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their 
humanity so that by his death he might destroy him who holds the power of death--that is, 
the devil--  15 and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of 
death.”
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J.3:11  And He said, "Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree of 
which I commanded you that you should not eat?" 12 Then the man said, "The woman 
whom You gave to be with me, she gave me of the tree, and I ate." 13 And the LORD God 
said to the woman, "What is this you have done?" The woman said, "The serpent 
deceived me, and I ate."

1.Note: God asked them questions which gave them the chance to take responsibility 
for their sin and to repent but they didn’t. There isn’t even an “I’m sorry”, just a 
weak admission after passing the buck.

K.3:14  So the LORD God said to the serpent: "Because you have done this, You are 
cursed more than all cattle, And more than every beast of the field; On your belly you 
shall go, And you shall eat dust All the days of your life. 15 And I will put enmity 
Between you and the woman, And between your seed and her Seed; He shall bruise your 
head, And you shall bruise His heel."

1.“enmity” - Sin results in War and Enmity.
2.“your seed”  - Satan’s People - Children of Disobedience.

a)Eph. 2:1-2  - “1 As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins,  2  in 
which you used to live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the 
kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient.”

3.Note: This is the FIRST PROPHECY CONCERNING JESUS - THE SEED!
a)C.S. - “Jesus, the seed of the woman (Mary), destroyed the “head” or authority 
and power of Satan by His redemptive death on the cross.”

L. 3:16  To the woman He said: "I will greatly multiply your sorrow and your conception; 
In pain you shall bring forth children; Your desire shall be for your husband, And he shall 
rule over you."

1.“In pain you shall bring forth children.” 
a)Women deliver children with more pain than just about any other creature
b)The first curse is a broad one; it has the idea that women would experience 
pain in regard to their children in general, not just in the act of giving birth.  

2. Your desire shall be for your husband, and he shall rule over you.
a)The idea is that the woman would desire to rule over her husband, yet 
God will ordain it that men have the leadership in the family
b)This same word of desire is used in 4:7 of the desire of sin to master Cain.  
Because of the curse, Eve would have to fight against a desire to master her 
husband, which would subvert God's ordained order for the home
c)Male headship in the home was before the fall (Genesis 2:18, 22); but now 
the curse on Eve makes it much harder for her to submit and flow with 
God's institution of male headship in the home

3.Note: It has been the Christianization of society that has brought rights and 
dignity to women

a)"It is difficult for women in Christian lands to realize the miseries of their 
hundreds of millions of sisters in pagan lands, where the lot of women is 
little above that of cattle.  Where the gospel has gone, the load has been 
lifted, and woman in Christ has become the reflection of the redeemed 
Church, the bride of Christ." (Barnhouse) 
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M.3:17  Then to Adam He said, "Because you have heeded the voice of your wife, and 
have eaten from the tree of which I commanded you, saying, `You shall not eat of it': 
"Cursed is the ground for your sake; In toil you shall eat of it All the days of your life. 18 
Both thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you, And you shall eat the herb of the 
field. 19 In the sweat of your face you shall eat bread Till you return to the ground, For 
out of it you were taken; For dust you are, And to dust you shall return."

1.“cursed is the ground” - Because of Adam, there is a curse upon all creation.  Before 
the curse on man, the ground only produced good; after the curse, it will still 
produce good, but thorns and thistles will come faster and easier than good fruit

a)Rom. 8:19-21  - “19 The creation waits in eager expectation for the sons of God to be 
revealed.  20 For the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by 
the will of the one who subjected it, in hope  21 that the creation itself will be liberated 
from its bondage to decay and brought into the glorious freedom of the children of God.”

2.“In toil you shall eat of it All the days of your life” - Adam worked before the 
curse, but it was all joy.  Now work has a cursed element to it; it is accompanied 
by pain and weariness.  

a)Job 7:1-2 - “Is there not a time of hard service for man on earth? Are not his days 
also like the days of a hired man?  Like a servant who earnestly desires the shade, 
And like a hired man who eagerly looks for his wages?”

3.“for dust you are and to dust you shall return” - The final curse upon man 
promised that there would be an end of his toil and labor on the earth, but an 
end thru death, not deliverance
4.What were the results of Adam's sin for the human race?  Sin entered the 
world (Romans 5:12), death came to all mankind (Romans 5:15, 1 Corinthians 
15:22), death reigned over man and creation (Romans 5:17), all men were 
condemned (Romans 5:18), all men were made sinners (Romans 5:19)

N. 3:20  And Adam called his wife's name Eve, because she was the mother of all living. 
[Eve means living.]

1.ADAM’S PROFESSION OF FAITH? 
a)Up to 3:20, the woman has never been called Eve - only  female (1:27), a helper 
suitable (2:18), a woman (2:22, 23), and a wife (2:24-25; 3:8).
b)Adam had faith in God’s Promise concerning the seed of his wife [vs. 15] thus 
he named her “Eve” because she would be the mother of the living. This 
indicates his faith in God.

O.3:21  Also for Adam and his wife the LORD God made tunics of skin, and clothed 
them.

1.Only God can cover our sin and nakedness.
2.The concept of a blood sacrifice to cover sin is first introduced here as the animals 
are slain to provide clothing for Adam and Eve. This foreshadows Christ’s eventual 
death on the cross, which put an end to blood sacrifice for sins.

a)Rev. 3:17-18  - “17 You say, 'I am rich; I have acquired wealth and do not need a 
thing.' But you do not realize that you are wretched, pitiful, poor, blind and naked.  18   I 
counsel you to buy from me gold refined in the fire, so you can become rich; and white 
clothes to wear, so you can cover your shameful nakedness; and salve to put on your eyes, 
so you can see.”
b)Rom 13:14 -Rather, clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ, and do not think 
about how to gratify the desires of the sinful nature.

3.There are only two religions.  The religion of fig leaves and the religion of 
God's perfect provision through Jesus

a)Covering ourselves with our good works is like Adam and Eve trying to 
cover themselves with fig leaves.
b)We are clothed with a garment of righteousness by faith in Jesus.
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P. 3:22  Then the LORD God said, "Behold, the man has become like one of Us, to know 
good and evil. And now, lest he put out his hand and take also of the tree of life, and eat, 
and live forever" -- 23 therefore the LORD God sent him out of the garden of Eden to till 
the ground from which he was taken. 24 So He drove out the man; and He placed 
cherubim at the east of [Or placed in front] the garden of Eden, and a flaming sword 
which turned every way, to guard the way to the tree of life.

1. “to guard the way” - i.e. to keep it open as well as closed.
a)See ‘CHERUBIM’ in Appendix

Q.CONSIDER: IF GOD WERE NOT A GOD OF LOVE - THE BIBLE WOULD END 
HERE!!!
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IV.GENESIS CHAPTER 4

A.4:1       Now Adam knew Eve his wife, and she conceived and bore Cain, and said, "I 
have acquired a man from the LORD."

1.[Cain sounds like the Hebrew for “brought forth or acquired”.] cf. Names in O.T.
2.Note: there’s no complaining about the pain of labor; only joy at the birth. 
3.Eve gives God glory for helping her - “a man from  the LORD” - i.e. given by God. 
4.This is an evidence of  her restored relationship with God 

a)cf. Adam’s “profession” of faith in naming her Eve because she would be the 
“mother of all the living”.

B.4:2       Then she bore again, this time his brother Abel. Now Abel was a keeper of sheep, 
but Cain was a tiller of the ground. 

C.3 And in the process of time it came to pass that Cain brought an offering of the fruit of 
the ground to the LORD. 4 Abel also brought of the firstborn of his flock and of their fat. 
And the LORD respected Abel and his offering, 5 but He did not respect Cain and his 
offering. And Cain was very angry, and his countenance fell.

1.Many commentators focus attention on the offerings; 
a)Cain just brought an  offering of fruit of the soil (not the first-fruits), but Abel 
brought fat portions  from the firstborn  of his flock.  
b)Notice is also taken of the fact that only Abel’s sacrifice was a blood sacrifice in 
keeping with the sacrifice of an animal in 3:21 to clothe Adam and Eve. 
c)They also note Heb. 9:22 - “In fact, the law requires that nearly everything be 
cleansed with blood, and without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness.”   

2.However, a key to the acceptance of the sacrifice is the acceptance of the one who 
offers it. Jesus declared that Abel was a righteous prophet (cf. Mt. 23:35 / Lk. 
11:50-51), whereas Jude compares Cain with “godless men, who change the grace of our 
God into a license of immorality” (Jude 4,11).

a)Heb. 11:4, 6  - “4 By faith Abel offered God a better sacrifice than Cain did. By faith he 
was commended as a righteous man, when God spoke well of his offerings. And by faith 
he still speaks, even though he is dead. …  6  And without faith it is impossible to please 
God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards 
those who earnestly seek him.”
b)Abel’s sacrifice was accepted because he came to God in faith. The LORD 
respected Abel  and his offering, but not Cain  and his offering.

3.The LORD looks on the heart. Pure sacrifices will be the result of a heart that is 
truly His, but a contrary heart cannot be hidden by superficial sacrifices no matter 
how ‘proper’ they are.

a)1Sam. 15:22 - “But Samuel replied: "Does the Lord delight in burnt offerings and 
sacrifices as much as in obeying the voice of the Lord? To obey is better than sacrifice, and 
to heed is better than the fat of rams.”

D.4:6       So the LORD said to Cain, "Why are you angry? And why has your 
countenance fallen? 7 "If you do well, will you not be accepted? And if you do not do 
well, sin lies at the door. And its desire is for you, but you should rule over it."

1.This is the first occurrence of the word ‘sin’ in the Bible.  [see ‘SIN’ in Appendix]
a)Note: sin is not passive. This phrase pictures a wild beast that is desiring blood.
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2.WHAT SHOULD WE DO?  We Must Battle Against Sin.
a)Heb. 12:3-4   - “3 Consider him who endured such opposition from sinful men, so that 
you will not grow weary and lose heart.  4 In your struggle against sin, you have not yet 
resisted to the point of shedding your blood.”
b)cf. 1Pet. 5:8-10 - “8 Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around 
like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour.  9 Resist him, standing firm in the faith, 
because you know that your brothers throughout the world are undergoing the same kind 
of sufferings.  10 And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ, 
after you have suffered a little while, will himself restore you and make you strong, firm 
and steadfast.”
c)Rom. 6:12-14 - “12 Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey 
its evil desires.  13  Do not offer the parts of your body to sin, as instruments of 
wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to God, as those who have been brought from 
death to life; and offer the parts of your body to him as instruments of righteousness.  14 
For sin shall not be your master, because you are not under law, but under grace.”

E.4:8  Now Cain talked with Abel his brother; and it came to pass, when they were in the 
field, that Cain rose up against Abel his brother and killed him.

1.God warned Cain to master sin and not let it have him, but here we see sin 
expressing itself in Cain as a wild beast desiring blood.

a)cf. 1Jn. 3:12 - “Do not be like Cain, who belonged to the evil one and murdered his 
brother. And why did he murder him? Because his own actions were evil and his 
brother's were righteous.”

2.Since the entrance of sin in the world, the unrighteous have always persecuted the 
righteous. The anti-christian bias of the world should not surprise us. [see 
‘PERSECUTION’ in Appendix]

a)Jn. 15:20-21  - “20 Remember the words I spoke to you: 'No servant is greater than his 
master.' If they persecuted me, they will persecute you also. If they obeyed my teaching, 
they will obey yours also.  21  They will treat you this way because of my name, for they 
do not know the One who sent me.”
b)1Thess. 3:4 - “In fact, when we were with you, we kept telling you that we would be 
persecuted. And it turned out that way, as you well know.”
c)2Tim. 3:12 -13  -  “12  In fact, everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus 
will be persecuted,  13 while evil men and impostors will go from bad to worse, deceiving 
and being deceived.”

F.4:9  Then the LORD said to Cain, "Where is Abel your brother?" He said, "I do not 
know. Am I my brother's keeper?"

1.Cain lied to God! God hates lying! cf. Ananias and his wife Sapphira - Acts 5
a)Prov. 6:16-19 - “16 There are six things the Lord hates, seven that are detestable to 
him:  17 haughty eyes, a lying tongue, hands that shed innocent blood,  18  a heart that 
devises wicked schemes, feet that are quick to rush into evil,  19 a false witness who pours 
out lies and a man who stirs up dissension among brothers.”

G.4:10  And He said, "What have you done? The voice of your brother's blood cries out to 
Me from the ground.”

1.Note: The life-soul is considered as lodged in the blood. - Lev. 17:11 - “For the life 
[soul] of a creature is in the blood, and I have given it to you to make atonement for yourselves 
on the altar; it is the blood that makes atonement for one's life [soul].”
2.Also note: Heb 12:24 tells us that we have come “to Jesus the Mediator of a new 
covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the blood of Abel.”   
Abel’s blood cried out in condemnation of Cain but, even though we are guilty of the 
death of Jesus, the blood of Jesus cries out - “PAID IN FULL!” on our behalf!
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H.4:11   "So now you are cursed from the earth, which has opened its mouth to receive 
your brother's blood from your hand. 12 "When you till the ground, it shall no longer 
yield its strength to you. A fugitive and a vagabond you shall be on the earth." 13 And 
Cain said to the LORD, "My punishment is greater than I can bear! 14 "Surely You have 
driven me out this day from the face of the ground; I shall be hidden from Your face; I 
shall be a fugitive and a vagabond on the earth, and it will happen that anyone who 
finds me will kill me."

1.Cain is an example of the difference between worldly sorrow and Godly sorrow. 
a)“Godly sorrow brings repentance that leads to salvation and leaves no regret, but 
worldly sorrow brings death.” - 2Cor. 7:10.
b)Cain was sorry for the punishment of his sin. He was not sorry for his sin. 
c)cf. Cain vs David - Ps. 51, 37

I.4:15  And the LORD said to him, "Therefore, whoever kills Cain, vengeance shall be 
taken on him sevenfold." And the LORD set a mark on Cain, lest anyone finding him 
should kill him.

1.“set a mark on” - could be “gave a sign to”

J.4:16      Then Cain went out from the presence of the LORD and dwelt in the land of Nod  
[Nod means wandering (see verses 12 and 14).] on the east of Eden. 17 And Cain knew 
his wife, and she conceived and bore Enoch. And he built [was building] a city, and called 
the name of the city after the name of his son--Enoch.

a)Cain’s act of building a city was in rebellion against God’s statement that he 
would be a “fugitive and a vagabond”. It may have also been a result of his lack 
of trust in God’s promise of protection (vs. 15),
b)Note: The implication is Cain never finished the city - Enoch probably did.

K.4:18      To Enoch was born Irad; and Irad begot Mehujael, and Mehujael begot 
Methushael, and Methushael begot Lamech. 19 Then Lamech took for himself two wives: 
the name of one was Adah, and the name of the second was Zillah.

1.Notice that bigamy came from those who were estranged from God.

L.4:20   And Adah bore Jabal. He was the father of those who dwell in tents and have 
livestock. 21 His brother's name was Jubal. He was the father of all those who play the 
harp and flute. 22 And as for Zillah, she also bore Tubal-Cain, an instructor of every 
craftsman in bronze and iron. And the sister of Tubal-Cain was Naamah. 23 Then 
Lamech said to his wives: "Adah and Zillah, hear my voice; Wives of Lamech, listen to 
my speech! For I have killed a man for wounding me, Even a young man for hurting me. 
24 If Cain shall be avenged sevenfold, Then Lamech seventy-sevenfold."

1.Some call this “Lamech’s Sword Song”. They picture Lamech handling a weapon 
made by his son (Tubal-Cain) as he realizes the possibilities in possessing such a 
weapon.

M.4:25   And Adam knew his wife again, and she bore a son and named him Seth, "For 
God has appointed another seed for me instead of Abel, whom Cain killed."  26 And as 
for Seth, to him also a son was born; and he named him Enosh. Then men began to call 
on [Or to proclaim] the name of the LORD.

1.“men began to call on [Or to proclaim] the name of the Lord” - i.e. “began to use the 
name of YAHWEH in worship”.  

a)By calling upon the name of the LORD in worship they were also proclaiming 
Him to the ungodly. 

(1)Never underestimate the testimony and witnessing power of worship and 
your commitment to fellowship.

b)Note: This could also read “men began to be called by  the name of the LORD” 
- i.e. They began to be identified and distinguished as the people of the LORD.  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V.GENESIS CHAPTER 5
1.Chapter 5 consists of the written account of the line of Adam. The Bible is now 
focusing on the godly line - those who “began to call on the name of the LORD” - since 
the promised “seed” will come through this line. 
2.Notice that the Bible is much more precise in following the godly line than the 
ungodly line (cf. 4:17-22)

B.5:1    This is the book of the genealogy of Adam. In the day that God created man, He 
made him in the likeness of God. 2 He created them male and female, and blessed them 
and called them Mankind in the day they were created. 3 And Adam lived one hundred 
and thirty years, and begot a son in his own likeness, after his image, and named him 
Seth. 4 After he begot Seth, the days of Adam were eight hundred years; and he had sons 
and daughters. 5 So all the days that Adam lived were nine hundred and thirty years; and 
he died.  [Just as God had said - Adam died.]   5:6   Seth lived one hundred and five years, 
and begot Enosh. 7 After he begot Enosh, Seth lived eight hundred and seven years, and 
had sons and daughters. 8 So all the days of Seth were nine hundred and twelve years; 
and he died. 9 Enosh lived ninety years, and begot Cainan. 10 After he begot Cainan, 
Enosh lived eight hundred and fifteen years, and had sons and daughters. 11 So all the 
days of Enosh were nine hundred and five years; and he died. 12 Cainan lived seventy 
years, and begot Mahalalel. 13 After he begot Mahalalel, Cainan lived eight hundred and 
forty years, and had sons and daughters. 14 So all the days of Cainan were nine hundred 
and ten years; and he died. 15 Mahalalel lived sixty-five years, and begot Jared. 16 After 
he begot Jared, Mahalalel lived eight hundred and thirty years, and had sons and 
daughters. 17 So all the days of Mahalalel were eight hundred and ninety-five years; and 
he died. 18 Jared lived one hundred and sixty-two years, and begot Enoch. 19 After he 
begot Enoch, Jared lived eight hundred years, and had sons and daughters. 20 So all the 
days of Jared were nine hundred and sixty-two years; and he died. 21 Enoch lived sixty-
five years, and begot Methuselah. 22 After he begot Methuselah, Enoch walked with God 
three hundred years, and had sons and daughters.

C.23 So all the days of Enoch were three hundred and sixty-five years. 24 And Enoch 
walked with God; and he was not, for God took him.

1.Enoch was a prophet 
a)cf. Jude 14-15 - ”14 Enoch, the seventh from Adam, prophesied about these men: "See, 
the Lord is coming with thousands upon thousands of his holy ones  15 to judge 
everyone, and to convict all the ungodly of all the ungodly acts they have done in the 
ungodly way, and of all the harsh words ungodly sinners have spoken against him."

2.Enoch had intimate fellowship with God.  Continual, uninterrupted, communion 
with his Creator. 
3.We can experience this same kind of fellowship with God through Jesus!
4.God rewarded him for his faithfulness by translating him.

a)Heb. 11:5  - “By faith Enoch was taken from this life, so that he did not experience 
death; he could not be found, because God had taken him away. For before he was taken, 
he was commended as one who pleased God.”

5.And we may also experience what Enoch did by being translated prior to death by 
the coming of Jesus for His Church!

a)1Thess. 4:16-18  - “16 For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud 
command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead 
in Christ will rise first.  17 After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up 
together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the 
Lord forever.  18  Therefore encourage each other with these words.”
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6.Note: Enoch, along with Elijah may be one of the “Two Witnesses” of Rev.11:3-13. 
[see ‘TWO WITNESSES’ in Appendix]

a)“3 And I will give power to my two witnesses, and they will prophesy for 1,260 days, 
clothed in sackcloth."  4 These are the two olive trees and the two lampstands that stand 
before the Lord of the earth.  5 If anyone tries to harm them, fire comes from their mouths 
and devours their enemies. This is how anyone who wants to harm them must die.  6 
These men have power to shut up the sky so that it will not rain during the time they are 
prophesying; and they have power to turn the waters into blood and to strike the earth 
with every kind of plague as often as they want.  7 Now when they have finished their 
testimony, the beast that comes up from the Abyss will attack them, and overpower and 
kill them.  8 Their bodies will lie in the street of the great city, which is figuratively called 
Sodom and Egypt, where also their Lord was crucified.  9 For three and a half days men 
from every people, tribe, language and nation will gaze on their bodies and refuse them 
burial.  10 The inhabitants of the earth will gloat over them and will celebrate by sending 
each other gifts, because these two prophets had tormented those who live on the earth.  11 
But after the three and a half days a breath of life from God entered them, and they stood 
on their feet, and terror struck those who saw them.  12 Then they heard a loud voice 
from heaven saying to them, "Come up here." And they went up to heaven in a cloud, 
while their enemies looked on.  13 At that very hour there was a severe earthquake and a 
tenth of the city collapsed. Seven thousand people were killed in the earthquake, and the 
survivors were terrified and gave glory to the God of heaven.”

D.5:25  Methuselah lived one hundred and eighty-seven years, and begot Lamech. 26 
After he begot Lamech, Methuselah lived seven hundred and eighty-two years, and had 
sons and daughters. 27 So all the days of Methuselah were nine hundred and sixty-nine 
years; and he died. 

1.Methuselah sets the record for living the longest on earth - 969 years!

E.5:28   Lamech lived one hundred and eighty-two years, and had a son. 29 And he called 
his name Noah, saying, "This one will comfort us concerning our work and the toil of 
our hands, because of the ground which the LORD has cursed." [Noah sounds like the 
Hebrew for comfort.] 30 After he begot Noah, Lamech lived five hundred and ninety-five 
years, and had sons and daughters. 31 So all the days of Lamech were seven hundred and 
seventy-seven years; and he died. 32 And Noah was five hundred years old, and Noah 
begot Shem, Ham, and Japheth. 

[note: see ‘Meanings Of The Names In Genesis 5’ in Appendix - Additions for the message in 
the genealogical names.]  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FLOOD

1.Remember  Mt. 24:37-39 - “37 As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the coming of 
the Son of Man.  38 For in the days before the flood, people were eating and drinking, 
marrying and giving in marriage, up to the day Noah entered the ark;  39 and they knew 
nothing about what would happen until the flood came and took them all away. That is how it 
will be at the coming of the Son of Man.”

VI.GENESIS CHAPTER 6

A.6:1  Now it came to pass, when men began to multiply on the face of the earth, and 
daughters were born to them, 2 that the sons of God saw the daughters of men, that they 
were beautiful; and they took wives for themselves of all whom they chose.

1.“Men began to multiply on the earth“
a)Note: even conservative estimates [3 living generations in a 70 year period with  
average of 4 children] would place the population at over 3 Billion at that time.

2.Who are the “sons of God”? The term is used of both men and angels in the Bible.
3.ANGELS? 

a)Job 1:6 - “ One day the angels [Hebrew the sons of God] came to present themselves 
before the Lord, and Satan also came with them.”
b)Job 38:4-7 - "4 Where were you when I laid the earth's foundation? Tell me, if you 
understand.  5 Who marked off its dimensions? Surely you know! Who stretched a 
measuring line across it?  6 On what were its footings set, or who laid its cornerstone--  7 
while the morning stars sang together and all the angels  [Hebrew the sons of God] 
shouted for joy?”
c)The assumption that Angles are referred to here also assumes that they are 
Fallen Angels.  But the other Biblical references to ‘sons of God’ as angels could 
only refer to good angels. it also says here that “they married any of them they 
chose”. But Mt. 22:30 says - “For in the resurrection they neither marry, nor are given 
in marriage, but are like angels in heaven.” Thus there is no marriage for angels.

4.MEN?  
a)Hosea 1:10 -"Yet the Israelites will be like the sand on the seashore, which cannot be 
measured or counted. In the place where it was said to them, 'You are not my people,' 
they will be called 'sons of the living God.'  cf. also Ps. 73:15, Dt. 32:5
b)This takes the ‘sons of god’ to refer to the godly line of Seth who were of those 
who call upon the name of the LORD. Especially since the phrase “to call on the 
name of the Lord” or “to proclaim the name of the Lord” can also carry with it 
the meaning that they “began to be called by  the name of the Lord” - thus ‘sons 
of god’.  the problem was that the members of the Godly line were no longer 
discriminating according to faith and spiritual considerations in their choice of 
wives. They were simply choosing according to superficial appearance - lust - 
“saw that the daughters of men were beautiful” - intermarrying with ungodly.

5.There is a further theory that these were marriages between demon possessed men 
and desireable women resulting in demon control of the entire family, including the 
offspring. But is this compatible with the name - ‘sons of God’?    Also: Aliens?
6.Although we cannot be dogmatic, I personally tend to believe the best way to view 
this passage is to see the ‘sons of God’ as the godly line of Seth.
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B.NOTE THE IMPORTANCE OF SEPARATION
1.Dt. 7:1-4   - “1 When the Lord your God brings you into the land you are entering to 
possess and drives out before you many nations--the Hittites, Girgashites, Amorites, 
Canaanites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites, seven nations larger and stronger than you--  2  
and when the Lord your God has delivered them over to you and you have defeated them, then 
you must destroy them totally. Make no treaty with them, and show them no mercy.  3 Do not 
intermarry with them. Do not give your daughters to their sons or take their daughters for 
your sons,  4 for they will turn your sons away from following me to serve other gods, and the 
Lord's anger will burn against you and will quickly destroy you.”
2.2Cor. 6:14-15 - “14 Do not be yoked together with unbelievers. For what do righteousness 
and wickedness have in common? Or what fellowship can light have with darkness?  15 What 
harmony is there between Christ and Belial? What does a believer have in common with an 
unbeliever?”

C. 6:3  - And the LORD said, "My Spirit shall not strive with [Or My spirit will not 
remain in] man forever, for he is indeed flesh [mortal or corrupt]; yet his days shall be one 
hundred and twenty years."

1.TWO BASIC UNDERSTANDINGS OF THIS VERSE
a)Man’s life span will be reduced to @ 120 years.
b)and/or he will only have 120 years until the flood. [Even in judgement God 
gives a period of grace to provide room for repentance]

2.“My Spirit will not strive with man forever” - Never forget that there is a point of 
no-return where our continual resistence of God’s Spirit becomes a continual 
rejection which eventually can set our path to a point of no-return where there is no 
longer any realistic hope for us.

D.6:4  - There were giants [Nephilim] on the earth in those days, and also afterward, 
when the sons of God came in to the daughters of men and they bore children to them. 
Those were the mighty men who were of old, men of renown.

1.NEPHILIM?  
a)Some commentators define the Nephilim as giants who were offspring of the 
supposed demon/human marraiges [note the Septuagint]. However, the root 
word carries the meaning - “to fall upon, or attack” - a better view is that the 
Nephilim were “attackers, robbers, bandits”. Thus there were violent attackers 
on the earth in those days.
b)Note: These nephilim achieved a reputation for their violence “men of renown” 

(1)dict. - ‘notoriety’ - “well-known or prominent.”
c)Nephilim are only mentioned in one other scripture 

(1)Num. 13:33 -  “We saw the Nephilim there (the descendants of Anak come from 
the Nephilim). We seemed like grasshoppers in our own eyes, and we looked the same 
to them."

d)It is likely that they were men of great stature. However, the emphasis should 
be directed towards the real issue - they were violent, ungodly, dangerous men. 

2.Note: The “those days” is defined by the phrase “when the sons of God came in to 
the daughters of men and they bore children to them” - i.e. time could be reckoned by 
when this practice began. There is not necessarily any lit. connection between these 
children and the Nephilim.
3.Also Note: “the Nephilim were  on the earth” - lit. “already existed” - thus they 
were already on the earth at the time of the mixed marriages.
4.The context does not absolutely demand that the Nephilim be seen as the offspring 
of the mixed marriages. however, if they were, might they not be the natural results 
of being brought up in spiritually mixed and rebellious homes?
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E.6:5  Then the LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that 
every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. 

1.THE DEPRAVITY OF MAN
a)THE OUTWARD EXPRESSION - “the wickedness of man was great in the 
earth”
b)THE INNER CONDITION - “every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only 
evil continually”

2.Rom. 3:12 - “All have turned away, they have together become worthless; there is no one 
who does good, not even one."  [Psalms 14:1-3; 53:1-3; Eccles. 7:20 ]
3.Mk. 7:21-22  - “21 For from within, out of men's hearts, come evil thoughts, sexual 
immorality, theft, murder, adultery,  22 greed, malice, deceit, lewdness, envy, slander, 
arrogance and folly."
4.Heb. 3:12-13; 10:22  - “12  See to it, brothers, that none of you has a sinful, unbelieving 
heart that turns away from the living God.  13 But encourage one another daily, as long as it 
is called Today, so that none of you may be hardened by sin's deceitfulness.” … 10:22   “let us 
draw near to God with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled to 
cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having our bodies washed with pure water.”

F.6:6  And the LORD was sorry that He had made man on the earth, and He was grieved 
in His heart. 

1.DOES GOD REPENT? cf. KJV - “6 And it repented the LORD that He had made man on 
the earth, and it grieved Him at His heart.”

a)The Bible does use the phrase of God. 
(1)cf. also Ex.32:14, Jer. 18:7-8; 26:3,13,19, Jonah 3:10, 1Sam. 15:11
(2)Jonah 3:10  -  “When God saw what they did and how they turned from their evil 
ways, he had compassion and did not bring upon them the destruction he had 
threatened.   [KJV - “…God repented of the evil, that he had said that he 
would do unto them; and did it not.”]  …  4:1  But Jonah was greatly displeased 
and became angry.  4:2  He prayed to the LORD, "O LORD, is this not what I said 
when I was still at home? That is why I was so quick to flee to Tarshish. I knew that 
you are a gracious and compassionate God, slow to anger and abounding in love, a 
God who relents from sending calamity.”

b)The Bible also gives a definite clarification in regards to the repentance of God.
(1)Num. 23:19, 1Sam. 15:29
(2)1Sam. 15:29  - “He who is the Glory of Israel does not lie or change his mind 
[repent]; for he is not a man, that he should change his mind  [repent]."

2.REPENTANCE FOR GOD refers to a change of action not mind, perspective, or 
purpose.
3.REPENTANCE FOR MAN refers to a radical change of mind, attitude, and 
viewpoint demonstrated by a change in action.

G.6:7  So the LORD said, "I will destroy man whom I have created from the face of the 
earth, both man and beast, creeping thing and birds of the air, for I am sorry that I have 
made them."

1.Seeing mankind in an evil and wicked state causes God grief, pain and sorrow.
H.6:8   But Noah found grace in the eyes of the LORD.

1.“grace”  This is the first time the word “grace” is found in the Bible. Once again we 
see God’s grace being demonstrated even in the midst of impending judgment.

a)Rom. 5:20-21 - “20 The law was added so that the trespass might increase. But where 
sin increased, grace increased all the more,  21 so that, just as sin reigned in death, so also 
grace might reign through righteousness to bring eternal life through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.”  -  God’s Riches At Christ’s Expense
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I.6:9   This is the genealogy of Noah. Noah was a just man, perfect in his generations. 
Noah walked with God. 10 And Noah begot three sons: Shem, Ham, and Japheth.

1.Noah was a “preacher of righteousness” [2Pet. 2:5] accepted because of his faith in 
“things not seen” and enabled to walk with God like Enoch.

a)Heb. 11:7   - “By faith Noah, when warned about things not yet seen, in holy fear built 
an ark to save his family. By his faith he condemned the world and became heir of the 
righteousness that comes by faith.”

2.What kind of ‘Ark’ are we building for the salvation of our family?

J.6:11  The earth also was corrupt before God, and the earth was filled with violence. 
[sounds like today] 12 So God looked upon the earth, and indeed it was corrupt; for all 
flesh had corrupted their way on the earth. 13 And God said to Noah, "The end of all 
flesh has come before Me, for the earth is filled with violence through them; and behold, I 
will destroy them with the earth. 14 "Make yourself an ark of gopherwood; make rooms 
in the ark, and cover it inside and outside with pitch. 15 "And this is how you shall 
make it: The length of the ark shall be three hundred cubits, its width fifty cubits, and its 
height thirty cubits.  [450 feet long, 75 feet wide and 45 feet high.]

1.“ark” - The word for “ark” (Hebrew tabhah) is not the word used later for the “ark 
of the covenant,” but it is the word used for the ark of bulrushes in which Moses was 
hidden as a baby (Exodus 2:3). It is only used in Genesis 6-9 and Exodus 2. Both were 
vessels of safety / salvation
2.“pitch” - reading this verse is what led Rockefeller to look for oil in the Middle 
East. [‘probably a resinous substance of some kind, rather than a bituminous material’ GR]

a)“pitch” - The word for “pitch” (Hebrew kopher) is different from that used in other 
places in the Old Testament. It is equivalent to the Hebrew kaphar (“to cover”) and, in the 
noun form, means simply a “covering.” However, it is also the regular Hebrew word for 
“atonement,” as in Leviticus 17:11, for example. In essence, therefore, this is the first 
mention of “atonement” in the Bible. Whatever the exact nature of this “pitch” may have 
been (probably a resinous substance of some kind, rather than a bituminous material), it 
sufficed as a perfect covering for the Ark, to keep out the waters of judgment, just as the 
blood of the Lamb provides a perfect atonement for the soul. [Morris, ‘GR’]

3.The Ark’s capacity was @ 1,400,000 cubic feet. That is equal to 522 standard 
livestock cars [over 125,000 sheep could have been carried]. 
4.Note: present biological taxonomy estimates less than 28,000 species of mammals, 
birds, reptiles, and amphibians living in the world today. [see ‘Number of Species’ in 
Appendix Additions]
5.The Ark would have been super stable, almost impossible to capsize. It could be 
tilted to any angle up to 90o and immediately right itself again.

K.6:16   "You shall make a window for the ark, and you shall finish it to a cubit from 
above; and set the door of the ark in its side. You shall make it with lower, second, and 
third decks.

1.There was only one door into the safety of the Ark, just as there is only one way 
into the safety of God’s keeping - Jesus.  cf. Jn. 10:9 - “I am the gate; whoever enters 
through me will be saved. He will come in and go out, and find pasture.”

a)“Finally the Ark was to have a door in its side. There was only to be one door, 
and all must enter and leave by the same door. Once the animals started 
streaming into the Ark, there would be nowhere else to go but farther into the 
Ark. Although it is not definitely stated as such, it may be that this is also 
intended for instructional purposes as a type of Christ. He is the one Way (John 
14:6) to the Father’s house. He is the one “Door” (John 10:7–9) to the resting-
place for His sheep, through which the sheep must both enter for safety and rest 
and go out later for service.” [Morris, ‘GR’]
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L.6:17  "And behold, I Myself am bringing floodwaters on the earth, to destroy from 
under heaven all flesh in which is the breath of life; everything that is on the earth shall 
die. 18 "But I will establish My covenant with you; and you shall go into the ark--you, 
your sons, your wife, and your sons' wives with you.

1.This is the first use of the word “covenant” in the Bible. God establishes His 
covenant with Noah in Chapter 9 [see more there].

M.6:19  "And of every living thing of all flesh you shall bring two of every sort into the 
ark, to keep them alive with you; they shall be male and female. 20 "Of the birds after 
their kind, of animals after their kind, and of every creeping thing of the earth after its 
kind, two of every kind will come to you to keep them alive. 21 "And you shall take for 
yourself of all food that is eaten, and you shall gather it to yourself; and it shall be food 
for you and for them.

1.Working for God is always a joint effort. Noah is told to bring  the animals into the 
ark while being assured that God will cause the animals to come  to Noah. God often 
gives us an impossible task made possible with His help. Thus serving God actually 
becomes a matter of cooperating with his Spirit and embracing His purposes.

a)“To this end I labour, struggling with all His  energy, which so powerfully works in 
me.”   (Col 1:29)

N.6:22   Thus Noah did; according to all that God commanded him, so he did.
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VII.GENESIS CHAPTER 7

A. 7:1   Then the LORD said to Noah, "Come into the ark, you and all your household, 
because I have seen that you are righteous before Me in this generation. 2 "You shall take 
with you seven each of every clean animal, a male and his female; two each of animals 
that are unclean, a male and his female; 3 "also seven each of birds of the air, male and 
female, to keep the species alive on the face of all the earth.

1.This would provide food for Noah and his family during resettling.
2.The 7th animal may have been designated for the sacrifice of 8:20.

a)8:20  Then Noah built an altar to the LORD, and took of every clean animal and of 
every clean bird, and offered burnt offerings on the altar.

3.also note: the ‘seven’ here could refer to ‘seven pairs ‘ of animals
B.7:4  "For after seven more days I will cause it to rain on the earth forty days and forty 
nights, and I will destroy from the face of the earth all living things that I have made."

1.Remember that they had never seen rain before [cf. 2:5]
C.7:5   And Noah did according to all that the LORD commanded him

D.7:6  Noah was six hundred years old when the floodwaters were on the earth. 7 So 
Noah, with his sons, his wife, and his sons' wives, went into the ark because of the 
waters of the flood. 8 Of clean animals, of animals that are unclean, of birds, and of 
everything that creeps on the earth, 9 two by two they went into the ark to Noah, male 
and female, as God had commanded Noah. 
E.7:10  And it came to pass after seven days that the waters of the flood were on the 
earth. 11 In the six hundredth year of Noah's life, in the second month, the seventeenth 
day of the month, on that day all the fountains of the great deep were broken up, and the 
windows of heaven were opened. 12 And the rain was on the earth forty days and forty 
nights.

1.THREE THINGS HAPPENED
a)Fountains of the great deep were broken up - The underground reservoirs burst 
forth.
b)Windows of heaven were opened - The waters above the sky [canopy of water 
vapor?] came down.
c)Rain was on the earth forty days and forty nights [40 = judgement].

2.Polar Axis Shift? Comet or Planet fly-by?

F.7:13 On the very same day Noah and Noah's sons, Shem, Ham, and Japheth, and 
Noah's wife and the three wives of his sons with them, entered the ark, 14  they and 
every beast after its kind, all cattle after their kind, every creeping thing that creeps on 
the earth after its kind, and every bird after its kind, every bird of every sort. 15 And they 
went into the ark to Noah, two by two, of all flesh in which is the breath of life. 16 So 
those that entered, male and female of all flesh, went in as God had commanded him; and 
the LORD shut him in.

1.“the LORD shut him in”
a)Only God could close the door so that the judgement upon the world would 
not destroy those who have trusted in Him for their safety. Many people try to 
build their own ‘arks’ to weather the storms of life only to find that when they 
run into them for safety they aren’t able to ‘close the door’ on the storms outside.
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G.7:17  Now the flood was on the earth forty days. The waters increased and lifted up the 
ark, and it rose high above the earth. 18 The waters prevailed and greatly increased on 
the earth, and the ark moved about on the surface of the waters. 19 And the waters 
prevailed exceedingly on the earth, and all the high hills under the whole heaven were 
covered. 20 The waters prevailed fifteen cubits upward, and the mountains were covered. 
21 And all flesh died that moved on the earth: birds and cattle and beasts and every 
creeping thing that creeps on the earth, and every man. 22 All in whose nostrils was the 
breath of the spirit of life, all that was on the dry land, died. 23 So He destroyed all 
living things which were on the face of the ground: both man and cattle, creeping thing 
and bird of the air. They were destroyed from the earth. Only Noah and those who were 
with him in the ark remained alive. 24 And the waters prevailed on the earth one hundred 
and fifty days.  

1.The flood was universal, not local.
a)If the Flood was just local there would have been no reason for the Ark to be 
built. Noah and his family could just have moved - like Lot did later. 
b)Also, there would have been no need for the preservation of the animals.
c)And God’s promise in the Rainbow would make no sense.
d)cf. Also the common legends of the flood and a boat of safety. 

2.cf. 2Pet. 3:3-6  - “ 3 First of all, you must understand that in the last days scoffers will 
come, scoffing and following their own evil desires.  4 They will say, "Where is this 'coming' 
he promised? Ever since our fathers died, everything goes on as it has since the beginning of 
creation."  5 But they deliberately forget that long ago by God's word the heavens existed and 
the earth was formed out of water and by water. 6 By these waters also the world of that time 
was deluged and destroyed. ”
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VIII.GENESIS CHAPTER 8

A.8:1  Then God remembered Noah, and every living thing, and all the animals that were 
with him in the ark. And God made a wind to pass over the earth, and the waters 
subsided. 2 The fountains of the deep and the windows of heaven were also stopped, and 
the rain from heaven was restrained. 3 And the waters receded continually from the 
earth. At the end of the hundred and fifty days the waters decreased.  4 Then the ark 
rested in the seventh month, the seventeenth day of the month, on the mountains of 
Ararat. 5 And the waters decreased continually until the tenth month. In the tenth 
month, on the first day of the month, the tops of the mountains were seen.

1.There are some fascinating indications that remains of the actual Ark have been 
discovered. [cf. movie “In Search of Noah’s Ark”]

B.8:6  So it came to pass, at the end of forty days, that Noah opened the window of the 
ark which he had made. 7 Then he sent out a raven, which kept going to and fro until the 
waters had dried up from the earth. 8 He also sent out from himself a dove, to see if the 
waters had receded from the face of the ground. 9 But the dove found no resting place for 
the sole of her foot, and she returned into the ark to him, for the waters were on the face 
of the whole earth. So he put out his hand and took her, and drew her into the ark to 
himself. 

C.10 And he waited yet another seven days, and again he sent the dove out from the ark. 
11 Then the dove came to him in the evening, and behold, a freshly plucked olive leaf was 
in her mouth; and Noah knew that the waters had receded from the earth. 12 So he 
waited yet another seven days and sent out the dove, which did not return again to him 
anymore. 13 And it came to pass in the six hundred and first year, in the first month, the 
first day of the month, that the waters were dried up from the earth; and Noah removed 
the covering of the ark and looked, and indeed the surface of the ground was dry. 14 And 
in the second month, on the twenty-seventh day of the month, the earth was dried. 15 
Then God spoke to Noah, saying, 16 "Go out of the ark, you and your wife, and your 
sons and your sons' wives with you. 17 "Bring out with you every living thing of all flesh 
that is with you: birds and cattle and every creeping thing that creeps on the earth, so 
that they may abound on the earth, and be fruitful and multiply on the earth."

D.8:18  So Noah went out, and his sons and his wife and his sons' wives with him. 19 
Every animal, every creeping thing, every bird, and whatever creeps on the earth, 
according to their families, went out of the ark.

1.They had been in the Ark for 1 year and 10 days.
2.@ CHRONOLOGY: The following chronology assumes the hebrew calendar, which 
took April [Abib] as the first month. However, it does not assume the 30-day months 
of the Hebrew Calendar.

a)May 10th - Animals Enter [7:10]
b)May 17th - Flood Begins [7:11]
c)June 26th - Waters Increase [7:12]
d)Following - Waters Prevail on Earth [7:24]
e)Oct. 13th - Ark Touches Ground in Mountains [8:4]
f)Jan. 1st - Waters Recede, Mountain Tops Seen [8:4]
g)Feb. 10th - Windows Opened, Birds Sent Out [8:6]
h)Feb. 17th. - Dove Sent Out [8:10]
i)Feb. 24th - Dove Sent Again [8:13]
j)April 1st - Ark Door Opened, Noah Sees Land [8:13]
k)May 27th - Land Dry, Exit the Ark [8:14]

john cowan rev  2/19
GENESIS: PART ONE  -  pg.   36



E.8:20  Then Noah built an altar to the LORD, and took of every clean animal and of 
every clean bird, and offered burnt offerings on the altar. 21 And the LORD smelled a 
soothing aroma. Then the LORD said in His heart, "I will never again curse the ground 
for man's sake, although the imagination of man's heart is evil from his youth; nor will I 
again destroy every living thing as I have done. 

1.“never again curse” - lit. “I will not add to curse”
2.“the imagination of man's heart is evil from his youth” - The fallen nature is 
present from conception.  It is a myth that babies are born into the world in an 
innocent state. When is the last time you had to teach a child to lie?
3.“nor will I again destroy every living thing”

a)cf. Ps. 104:5-9 -  “5 He set the earth on its foundations; it can never be moved.  6 You 
covered it with the deep as with a garment; the waters stood above the mountains.  7 But 
at your rebuke the waters fled, at the sound of your thunder they took to flight;  8 they 
flowed over the mountains, they went down into the valleys, to the place you assigned for 
them.  9 You set a boundary they cannot cross; never again will they cover the earth.”

F.22 "While the earth remains, Seedtime and harvest, Cold and heat, Winter and summer, 
And day and night Shall not cease."

1.This signals the beginning of uniformitarianism - ‘all processes of change upon the 
earth taking place at a uniform rate of speed.” 

a)cf 2Pet. 3:3-4  - “3 First of all, you must understand that in the last days scoffers will 
come, scoffing and following their own evil desires. 4 They will say, "Where is this 
'coming' he promised? Ever since our fathers died, everything goes on as it has since the 
beginning of creation ."

2.“cold and heat, winter and summer” would have been new to the earth.
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IX.GENESIS CHAPTER 9

A.9:1  So God blessed Noah and his sons, and said to them: "Be fruitful and multiply, 
and fill the earth. 2 "And the fear of you and the dread of you shall be on every beast of 
the earth, on every bird of the air, on all that move on the earth, and on all the fish of the 
sea. They are given into your hand. 3 "Every moving thing that lives shall be food for 
you. I have given you all things, even as the green herbs. 4 "But you shall not eat flesh 
with its life, that is, its blood.

1.This is a revised version of God’s blessing to Adam & Eve.  New Elements 
include…

a)OK TO EAT MEAT - Due to the post-flood environment, plants would no 
longer provide adequate nourishment.

(1)Our Attitude?
(a)1Tim.4:1-5  - “1 The Spirit clearly says that in later times some will abandon the faith 
and follow deceiving spirits and things taught by demons.  2 Such teachings come 
through hypocritical liars, whose consciences have been seared as with a hot iron.  3 They 
forbid people to marry and order them to abstain from certain foods, which God created to 
be received with thanksgiving by those who believe and who know the truth.  4 For 
everything God created is good, and nothing is to be rejected if it is received with 
thanksgiving,  5 because it is consecrated by the word of God and prayer.”
(b)Rom. 14:1-3  - “1 Accept him whose faith is weak, without passing judgment on 
disputable matters.  2 One man's faith allows him to eat everything, but another man, 
whose faith is weak, eats only vegetables.  3 The man who eats everything must not look 
down on him who does not, and the man who does not eat everything must not condemn 
the man who does, for God has accepted him.”

b)ANIMALS GIVEN FEAR & DREAD OF MAN - Probably for mutual protection 
now that there were carnivores.

B.9:5  "Surely for your lifeblood I will demand a reckoning; from the hand of every beast I 
will require it, and from the hand of man. From the hand of every man's brother I will 
require the life of man. 6 "Whoever sheds man's blood, By man his blood shall be shed; 
For in the image of God He made man. 7 And as for you, be fruitful and multiply; Bring 
forth abundantly in the earth And multiply in it."

1.HUMAN GOVERNMENT is based on:
a)Reverence for Life as a direct result of Reverence for God.
b)Authority to Enforce that Reverence - given to man from God.

C.9:8  Then God spoke to Noah and to his sons with him, saying: 9 "And as for Me, 
behold, I establish My covenant with you and with your descendants after you, 10 "and 
with every living creature that is with you: the birds, the cattle, and every beast of the 
earth with you, of all that go out of the ark, every beast of the earth. 11 "Thus I establish 
My covenant with you: Never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of the flood; 
never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth."

1.COVENANT
a)Def. - An agreement between two parties in which they pledge themselves in 
loyalty to one another. It differs from the modern concept of a contract in that 
there is not only an obligation to fulfill a specific outward commitment, but there 
is also a pledge of loyalty.
b)Ps. 25:14 - “The Lord confides in those who fear him; he makes his covenant known to 
them.”
c)Dt. 7:9  - “Know therefore that the Lord your God is God; He is the faithful God, 
keeping His covenant of love to a thousand generations of those who love Him and keep 
His commands.”
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2.Note: CONDITIONAL vs. UNCONDITIONAL COVENANTS
a)Conditional - Depends upon our performance. “If” we do such-n-such, “Then” 
God will fulfill His promise.
b)Unconditional - Depends upon God alone.   God says “I Will  Do such-n-such”. 
Thus it is a Promise to all who enter into the Covenant. [see ‘COVENANT’ in 
Appendix]

3.This first recorded covenant is based on God’s Promises, not Man’s Performance .

D.9:12   And God said: "This is the sign of the covenant which I make between Me and 
you, and every living creature that is with you, for perpetual generations: 13 "I set My 
rainbow in the cloud, and it shall be for the sign of the covenant between Me and the 
earth. 14 "It shall be, when I bring a cloud over the earth, that the rainbow shall be seen 
in the cloud; 15 "and I will remember My covenant which is between Me and you and 
every living creature of all flesh; the waters shall never again become a flood to destroy 
all flesh. 16 "The rainbow shall be in the cloud, and I will look on it to remember the 
everlasting covenant between God and every living creature of all flesh that is on the 
earth." 17 And God said to Noah, "This is the sign of the covenant which I have 
established between Me and all flesh that is on the earth."

1.RAINBOW - The rainbow appears 3 more times. Each identified with God’s Glory.
a)Eze. 1:28 - “Like the appearance of a rainbow in the clouds on a rainy day, so was the 
radiance around him. This was the appearance of the likeness of the glory of the LORD. 
When I saw it, I fell facedown, and I heard the voice of one speaking.”
b)Rev. 4:3 - “And the one who sat there  [on the Throne] had the appearance of jasper and 
carnelian. A rainbow, resembling an emerald, encircled the throne.”
c)Rev. 10:1 - “Then I saw another mighty angel coming down from heaven. He was robed 
in a cloud, with a rainbow above his head; his face was like the sun, and his legs were like 
fiery pillars.”

2.God’s Mercy Reflects his Glory

E. 9:18     Now the sons of Noah who went out of the ark were Shem, Ham, and Japheth. 
And Ham was the father of Canaan. 19 These three were the sons of Noah, and from these 
the whole earth was populated.  [cf. Chpt. 10 - ‘Table of Nations’]

F.9:20  And Noah began to be a farmer, and he planted a vineyard. 21 Then he drank of the 
wine and was drunk, and became uncovered in his tent. 22 And Ham, the father of 
Canaan, saw the nakedness of his father, and told his two brothers outside. 23 But Shem 
and Japheth took a garment, laid it on both their shoulders, and went backward and 
covered the nakedness of their father. Their faces were turned away, and they did not see 
their father's nakedness.  

1.Note: Grape juice probably did not ferment before this time.
2.A further insight is that “saw” may carry the meaning of “leered at, or looked at 
with glee” and “told his two brothers” may mean he was making fun of his father.
3.The key: Canaan did not honor his father, while Shem and Japheth did. (1 Pet. 4:8)

G.9:24  So Noah awoke from his wine, and knew what his younger son had done to him. 
25 Then he said: "Cursed be Canaan; A servant of servants He shall be to his brethren."
H.9:26  26 And he said: "Blessed be the LORD, The God of Shem, And may Canaan be his 
servant. 27 May God enlarge Japheth [Japheth sounds like the Hebrew for enlarge.], And 
may he dwell in the tents of Shem; And may Canaan be his servant."

I.9:28   And Noah lived after the flood three hundred and fifty years. 29 So all the days of 
Noah were nine hundred and fifty years; and he died.

1.Note:  Methuselah was a contemporary of Adam for 243 years.  And Noah was a 
contemporary of Methuselah for 600 years. Thus Noah could have received the creation 
account from an actual “second-hand” source.  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X.GENESIS CHAPTER 10 -  THE TABLE OF NATIONS

A.10:1  Now this is the genealogy of the sons of Noah: Shem, Ham, and Japheth. And 
sons were born to them after the flood.

B.THE JAPHETHITES - Caucasians
1.10:2   The sons of Japheth were Gomer, Magog, Madai, Javan, Tubal, Meshech, and 
Tiras. 3 The sons of Gomer were Ashkenaz, Riphath, and Togarmah. 4 The sons of 
Javan were Elishah, Tarshish, Kittim, and Dodanim. 5 From these the coastland 
peoples of the Gentiles were separated into their lands, everyone according to his 
language, according to their families, into their nations. [Sons may mean descendants 
or successors or nations]

C.THE HAMITES - Afro-Nations
1.10:6       The sons of Ham were Cush, Mizraim [That is, Egypt; also in verse 13], Put, 
and Canaan. 7 The sons of Cush were Seba, Havilah, Sabtah, Raamah, and 
Sabtechah; and the sons of Raamah were Sheba and Dedan.

2. 8 Cush begot Nimrod; he began to be a mighty one on the earth. 9 He was a mighty 
hunter before the LORD; therefore it is said, "Like Nimrod the mighty hunter before 
the LORD." 
3.“Nimrod” = “Let us rebel!”

a)Halley’s - “Babylonia was long known as the ‘Land of Nimrod’. He was 
afterward deified, his name being identical with ‘Merodach’.”
b)cf. ‘The Two Babylons’ by Hyslop

4.“a mighty hunter” - or “mighty tyrant”
5.“mighty hunter before the LORD” 

a)The Jerusalem Targum says “he was powerful in hunting and wickedness 
before the Lord, for he was a hunter of the sons of men, and he said to them, 
‘Depart from the judgement of the Lord and adhere to the judgement of 
Nimrod!’. Therefore it is said; ‘As Nimrod the strong one, strong in hunting, and 
in wickedness before the LORD’.”
b)Another view sees this in light of the possibility of many huge and dangerous 
animals which would not have yet become extinct. Nimrod’s hunting skills 
would make him akin to the “dragon-slaying knights” of legend.

6.10:10  And the beginning of his kingdom was Babel, Erech, Accad, and Calneh, in 
the land of Shinar [That is, Babylonia]. 11 From that land he went to Assyria and 
built Nineveh, Rehoboth Ir, Calah, 12 and Resen between Nineveh and Calah (that is 
the principal city). 13 Mizraim begot Ludim, Anamim, Lehabim, Naphtuhim, 14 
Pathrusim, and Casluhim (from whom came the Philistines and Caphtorim).  10:15   
Canaan begot Sidon his firstborn, and Heth; 16 the Jebusite, the Amorite, and the 
Girgashite; 17 the Hivite, the Arkite, and the Sinite; 18 the Arvadite, the Zemarite, 
and the Hamathite. Afterward the families of the Canaanites were dispersed. 19 And 
the border of the Canaanites was from Sidon as you go toward Gerar, as far as Gaza; 
then as you go toward Sodom, Gomorrah, Admah, and Zeboiim, as far as Lasha. 20 
These were the sons of Ham, according to their families, according to their 
languages, in their lands and in their nations.
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D.THE SEMITES - Hebrews and Orientals
1.Note: The geneologies of the godly line were important.

a)For recording line through which the promised ‘seed’ could come.
b)For establishing link between the God of Creation and the God who spoke to 
Noah, Abraham, Moses, …  The One True LORD GOD!

2.10:21   And children were born also to Shem, the father of all the children of Eber, 
the brother of Japheth the elder. 22 The sons of Shem were Elam, Asshur, Arphaxad, 
Lud, and Aram. 23 The sons of Aram were Uz, Hul, Gether, and Mash. 24 Arphaxad 
begot Salah, and Salah begot Eber.
3.10:25     To Eber were born two sons: the name of one was Peleg [Peleg means 
division.], for in his days the earth was divided; and his brother's name was Joktan. 

a)“the earth was divided” could refer to either the confusion of Languages at the 
Tower of Babel or to a Contenental Drift.

4.10:26  Joktan begot Almodad, Sheleph, Hazarmaveth, Jerah, 27 Hadoram, Uzal, 
Diklah, 28 Obal, Abimael, Sheba, 29 Ophir, Havilah, and Jobab. All these were the 
sons of Joktan. 30 And their dwelling place was from Mesha as you go toward 
Sephar, the mountain of the east. 
5.31 These were the sons of Shem, according to their families, according to their 
languages, in their lands, according to their nations.

E.10:32  These were the families of the sons of Noah, according to their generations, in 
their nations; and from these the nations were divided on the earth after the flood.

!

"...let me call your attention to the fact that the Book of Acts records three representative 
conversions. The Ethiopian eunuch, Saul of Tarsus, and Cornelius. The Ethiopian eunuch was a 
son of Ham. Saul of Tarsus was a son of Shem. Cornelius was a son of Japheth. In each instance 

the Holy Spirit moved, using a man of God and the Word of God."  J. Vernon McGee  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TOWER

XI.GENESIS CHAPTER 11 - THE TOWER OF BABEL

A.FROM REBELLION TO IDOLATRY - ORIGINS OF FALSE RELIGIOUS SYSTEMS
1.cf. Romans 1:20-25 - “20 For since the creation of the world God's invisible 
qualities--his eternal power and divine nature--have been clearly seen, being 
understood from what has been made, so that men are without excuse. 21 For 
although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him, 
but their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened. 22 Although 
they claimed to be wise, they became fools 23 and exchanged the glory of the 
immortal God for images made to look like mortal man and birds and animals and 
reptiles. 24 Therefore God gave them over in the sinful desires of their hearts to 
sexual impurity for the degrading of their bodies with one another. 25 They 
exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshipped and served created things 
rather than the Creator--who is for ever praised. Amen.”

B.11:1   Now the whole earth had one language and one speech. 2 And it came to pass, as 
they journeyed from the east, that they found a plain in the land of Shinar [Babylonia], 
and they dwelt there. 3 Then they said to one another, "Come, let us make bricks and 
bake them thoroughly." They had brick for stone, and they had asphalt for mortar. 4 And 
they said, "Come, let us build ourselves a city, and a tower whose top is in the heavens; 
let us make a name for ourselves, lest we be scattered abroad over the face of the whole 
earth."  
C.Babylon consistently represents rebellion against God.

1.Morris - “There is abundant evidence that all forms of paganism have come 
originally from the ancient Babylonian religion. The essential identity of the various 
gods and goddesses of Rome, Greece, India, Egypt, and other nations with the 
orignal pantheon of the Babylonians is well established.  … These pagan deities were 
also identified with the stars and planets - the ‘host of heaven’ - with sun-worshiping 
occupying a central place. This system was formalized in the zodiac, with its 
numerous constellations - a most remarkable construction which seems to have been 
the common possession of all the nations of antiquity.” [cf. also “The Two Babylons” 
by Hyslop]
2.cf. Revelation 18:2-5 - “2 With a mighty voice he [angel] shouted: "Fallen! Fallen is 
Babylon the Great! She has become a home for demons and a haunt for every evil spirit, a 
haunt for every unclean and detestable bird. 3 For all the nations have drunk the maddening 
wine of her adulteries. The kings of the earth committed adultery with her, and the merchants 
of the earth grew rich from her excessive luxuries." 4 Then I heard another voice from heaven 
say: "Come out of her, my people, so that you will not share in her sins, so that you will not 
receive any of her plagues; 5 for her sins are piled up to heaven, and God has remembered her 
crimes. “  
3.The tower was aparently the first “ziggurat” - a tower with an ascending spiral 
staircase leading to a Shrine on top with the signs of the Zodiac around it. [see below]
4.“a name for ourselves” - Like the “I will” of Satan and the quest for God-likeness of 
Eve, fallen mankind looks to glorify itself and “make a name for ourselves”. 
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5.This is the essence of today’s Humanism. The glorifying and exaltation of Man as 
independent of God, etc. 

a)The Humanist Manifesto II (Sept.  2, 1973), includes the following…
(1)We believe that traditional dogmatic or authoritarian religions that place 
revelation, God, ritual, or creed above human needs and experience do a 
disservice to the human species.
(2)Promises of immortal salvation or fear of eternal damnation are both 
illusory and harmful.  They distract humans from present concerns, from 
self-actualization, and from rectifying social injustices.
(3)No deity will save us; we must save ourselves.

6.“lest we be scattered abroad over the face of the whole earth” - This was organized 
defiance of God’s command to Noah to spread out and “fill the earth” [9:1]. cf. higher 
% crime in cities.

• ZIGGURAT
• ZPE -”The combination of a temple tower with a city is typical for the Mesopotamian 

landscape. In the great cities of Mesopotamia, the temples were the most impressive 
building, and the tower that arose from the temple area was its supreme glory and 
splendor.  This tower, called a ‘ziggurat’, was built in terraces, or stories, each of which was 
smaller than the one below it.  …  The sancturary of Marduk in Babylon was called ‘the 
house whose head is raised up’, and the lofty tower was called ‘House of the foundation 
of heaven and earth’. … Everything considered, the structure was at least 7 stories high, 
with the dwelling of Marduk erected on the 7th story. The height has been variously 
estimated up to 300 ft.  … The cities of Nippur, Larsa, and Sippar each called  their 
ziggurats by the name  ‘The house of the bond between heaven and earth’. The one at 
Babylon had inscribed in its foundation, by Nabopolassar, ‘Marduk had me lay its 
foundation in the heart of the earth and lift its pinnacle in the sky’. … Jewish and Arab 
tradition identified the ‘Tower of Babel’ with the great temple of Nebo in the city of 
Borsippa, now called Birs-Nimrod.”

• Halley’s - “It is commonly thought that the actual site was in the center of Babylon, 
identified with the ruins just north of the Marduk Temple. G. Smith found an ancient 
tablet reading: ‘The building of this illustrious tower offended the gods. In a night they 
threw down what they had built. They scattered them abroad, and made strange their 
speech.’ this seems like a tradition of Babel.”

D.11:5   But the LORD came down to see the city and the tower which the sons of men 
had built. 6 And the LORD said, "Indeed the people are one and they all have one 
language, and this is what they begin to do; now nothing that they propose to do will be 
withheld from them. 7 "Come, let Us [note plural] go down and there confuse their 
language, that they may not understand one another's speech." 8 So the LORD scattered 
them abroad from there over the face of all the earth, and they ceased building the city. 

E.9 Therefore its name is called Babel [Babel sounds like the Hebrew for confused.], 
because there the LORD confused the language of all the earth; and from there the LORD 
scattered them abroad over the face of all the earth.

1.EFFECTS OF THE CONFUSION
a)This held back man’s united progress. 

(1)Note continual desire of mankind to unify [apart from God] for Power, 
Peace, and Progress .

b)This was a means by which God might scatter them.
(1)“Babel” lit. means “Gate of God” and is related to a similar Heb. root 
which means “to mix, confuse”. Babel, therefore, became a synonym for the 
confusion caused by the language barriers which God imposed because of 
the human pride displayed in it’s building.
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c)True unity comes by the Spirit of God alone.
(1)cf. BABEL with PENTECOST
(2)Zeph. 3:9 - "Then will I purify the lips of the peoples, that all of them may call on 
the name of the LORD and serve him shoulder to shoulder.”
(3)“4 All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other 
tongues as the Spirit enabled them. 5 Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-
fearing Jews from every nation under heaven. 6 When they heard this sound, a crowd 
came together in bewilderment, because each one heard them speaking in his own 
language. 7 Utterly amazed, they asked: "Are not all these men who are speaking 
Galileans? 8 Then how is it that each of us hears them in his own native language? 9 
Parthians, Medes and Elamites; residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, 
Pontus and Asia, 10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya near 
Cyrene; visitors from Rome 11 (both Jews and converts to Judaism); Cretans and 
Arabs-- we hear them declaring the wonders of God in our own tongues!"    (Acts 
2:4-11)

F.11:10    This is the genealogy of Shem: Shem was one hundred years old, and begot 
Arphaxad two years after the flood. 11 After he begot Arphaxad, Shem lived five hundred 
years, and begot sons and daughters. 12 Arphaxad lived thirty-five years, and begot 
Salah. 13 After he begot Salah, Arphaxad lived four hundred and three years, and begot 
sons and daughters. 14 Salah lived thirty years, and begot Eber. 15 After he begot Eber, 
Salah lived four hundred and three years, and begot sons and daughters. 16 Eber lived 
thirty-four years, and begot Peleg. 17 After he begot Peleg, Eber lived four hundred and 
thirty years, and begot sons and daughters. 18 Peleg lived thirty years, and begot Reu. 19 
After he begot Reu, Peleg lived two hundred and nine years, and begot sons and 
daughters. 20 Reu lived thirty-two years, and begot Serug. 21 After he begot Serug, Reu 
lived two hundred and seven years, and begot sons and daughters. 22 Serug lived thirty 
years, and begot Nahor. 23 After he begot Nahor, Serug lived two hundred years, and 
begot sons and daughters. 24 Nahor lived twenty-nine years, and begot Terah. 25 After he 
begot Terah, Nahor lived one hundred and nineteen years, and begot sons and daughters. 
26 Now Terah lived seventy years, and begot Abram, Nahor, and Haran.

G.11:27  This is the genealogy of Terah: Terah begot Abram, Nahor, and Haran. Haran 
begot Lot. 28 And Haran died before his father Terah in his native land, in Ur of the 
Chaldeans. 29 Then Abram and Nahor took wives: the name of Abram's wife was Sarai, 
and the name of Nahor's wife, Milcah, the daughter of Haran the father of Milcah and 
the father of Iscah.

1.Sarai was Abram’s step-sister
a)20:12  - “Besides, she really is my sister, the daughter of my father though not of my 
mother; and she became my wife.”

H.11:30  But Sarai was barren; she had no child. 31 And Terah took his son Abram and 
his grandson Lot, the son of Haran, and his daughter-in-law Sarai, his son Abram's wife, 
and they went out with them from Ur of the Chaldeans to go to the land of Canaan; and 
they came to Haran and dwelt there. 32 So the days of Terah were two hundred and five 
years, and Terah died in Haran.

1.Abram came from a family of idol worshippers; later, when Abram's grandson 
Jacob went back to Abram's relatives, they were still worshipping idols
2.Josh. 24:2 - “Joshua said to all the people, "This is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says: 
'Long ago your forefathers, including Terah the father of Abraham and Nahor, lived beyond 
the River [Euphrates] and worshiped other gods.”
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